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Intercession 


By Anaa M. King 


“ And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 

hath desired to have you, that he wey sift you as 

wheat: but I. have areyns for thee, that thy faith 
fail not,’’—Luke 22 ; 31, 32. 


PRAY for me, Christ, O pray, 
As for Peter of old ; 
For the sifting is long, 
And the sifter is strong, 
And the flail he doth hold 
Cuts to my soul to-day ; 
Pray for me, Christ, O pray. 











The Meaning of Christmas 

A partly saved world would never satisfy the 
heart-bunger of our God. The meaning of the first 
Christmas song of the angels was that the entire world, 
redeemed, glorified, a new earth indeed, shall some 
day know and serve Christ. There is infinite com- 
fort in this, when we are tempted to wonder what is 
the use of the struggle of Christianity against the pres- 
ent awful odds of'sin and the world. / We have God's 
own word for it that the day will come when ‘the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and ‘he shall dwell 
with them, and they shall be his peoples, and God 


himself shall be with them, and be their God : and 
he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes ; and 
death shall be no more ; neither shall there be mourn- 
ing, nor crying, nor pain, any more.’’ That was 
the promise of the first Christmas song, that in the new- 
born Christ there was to be peace among men, in 
whom God is well pleased. Do we believe it? Are 
we in quiet but unswerving faith praying and living 
that Christ may win all to himself, 


** And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing’’? 


x 
Trouble’s Call to Joy 


’ Heavy and unexpected tribulation is a special 
reason for joy. The fact that God permits it is excep- 
tional evidence of his power and hislove. His power 
must be exceptional if it can keep us in peaceful trust 
through such tribulation. And his love must be true 
indeed if it is willing to let us suffer so for our good, 
instead. of preventing the suffering, to our injury. 
Thus the tribulation becomes an unusual reason for 
joy, joy over God's love and God’s power ; and as we 
face these facts, in a self-crucified, Christ-replaced 
life, we shail rejoice with unspeakable, irrepressible 
thanksgiving. That sudden burden which looms up- 
black and‘mountainous to-day, when you had thought 
that nothing of the sort was going to be in your way: 
it is a call to, a reason for, joy. So we ‘rejoice in 
our tribulations: knowing that tribulation worketh 
stedfastness ; and stedfastness, approvedness ; and 
approvedness, hope ; and hope putteth not to shame ; 
because the love of God hath been shed abroad.in our 
lrearts through the Holy Spirit which was given unto 
us.’" Just see what our blessed troubles lead up to! 
Is' it not good to be plentifully supplied with them? 


x 


No “ Renunciation ” in Christianity 

No one gives up nearly as much by living the 
Christian life as he gives up by rejecting the Christian 
life. We talk about the costliness of Christian serv- 
ice’: it does not compare with the costliness of Satan's 
service. Whenever we reject Christ and take Satan, 
—and there is no-half-way ground between these ex- 
tremes,—we give up love, joy, peace, power, useful- 


< 


God’s Power to 


MAN had wrestled free, temporarily at least, 
from a terrible and long besettingsin. He had 
earned his first wages as a delivered man. 

«And I'm free,’’ he said, as he burst into the office 
of a friend. ‘* These are my first wages, and what is 
more, I'm free. I feel so happy I could sing.’’ This 
man was to weep again before he could sing his final 
song of freedom, but he had tasted his first joyful ex- 
perience of the delivering power of God. 

God has power to destroy the power of the past 
and to give us power over sin. We doubt this. 
Heredity, we say, is not a detachable thing which 
can be taken off from us. It is a taint that perme- 
ates ‘‘ as saffron tingeth flesh, blood, bones, and all."’ 
Its influence is pervasive, and is confirmed and 
made enduring by the immovable and adamantine 
cast of chafacter. . Well, there is heredity, and there 
is character, and there is also God. Heredity is not 
God.: “Human character is not God: And God has 
not given away his living sovereignty to heredity and 
character. He is living in the world. with power to 
arrest‘and reverse heredity and to shatter and remuld 
character.  ‘‘ For the law of the Spirit 6f life in Christ 
Jesus made me free from the law of sin and death. 
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 


ness, prosperity : everything that makes life worth 
while. When we give Christ the right of way over 
Satan we win all these things and we give up only the 
things that make for our own and others’ misery and 
destruction, Let us forever cut loose, for ourselves 
and for others, from the common talk and Devil-fos- 
tered idea that to be a Christian means renunciation, 
a life of constant giving up. The very terms are 
laughable to one who is living the life of wealth in 
Christ. To be sure, we must give up _ ourselves 
and all that we have, unconditionally and forever, 
into Christ's keeping and mastery. But this simply 
means that a slum-dweller is asked to give up 
his slums and live in the home of a loving millionaire 
who wants to make a will ‘leaving all that he has_ to 
the newcomer. The slum-dweller would scarcely 
call that renunciation, The only thing that ever 
makes the Christian life hard is the attempt to serve 
Christ and Satan. When we finally give up every- 
thing to Christ we find that nothing that we care for 
needs to be given up. 


> A 
Hardest Things First 


There is never so easy a time to do a hard thing 
as the first opportunity we get forits doing. Every 
postponement then only makes the task harder. It 
may seem stupéndously hard when we first face it ; 
but if that is the time we ought to do it, it will never 
be so easy again. Efficient workers have learned, 
therefore, always to put their hardest tasks ahead of 
their easier ones, when they can take their choice. 
The early morning, immediately upon entering the 
day's work, is a good time to plutigé into the hardest 
things that await us. After that itis a simple matter to 
pass on to the easier tasks, and get them done. But 
how often we take the invitingly easier ones first, and 
find by night time that the day has been frittered 
away on them, while the hardest one is left over to be 
done ‘‘ to-morrow,"’ as it has been for so many days 
in the past! Rising up early in the morning seemed 
to be a favorite practise among the Bible men of 
strength when they had hard work on. hand. We 
may be sure they did not rise up early in order to .do 
the thing late that afternoon. With most of us, hard- 
est things first, or hardest things not at all, must be- 
come the habit of our life. 
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Annul the Past 


through the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh : that the requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us.’’ God in Christ can annul for us the 
bondage of the past. ; 

And God can relieve our hearts of the burden of 
shame and guilt as well as of fear and distrust. An 
earnest Christian preacher recently set forth the view 
that men are afraid they cannot be forgiven, and that 
that is the great reason why many men do not come 
to the Christian church. If only they could feel sure 
that they would be forgiven, he held, multitudes who 
are now aloof from the church would pour into it. 
But this is a mistake. The great masses of men do 
not care. They have no particular sense of needing 
to be forgiven. They commit no crimes. They feel 
good-naturedly toward their fellows. They-are ready 
to give a lift to a friend in time of need, They are 
living decently and respectably. What more is re- 
quired ? And often even when they are not doing all 
this they are not concerned. ‘* We are made of flesh 
and blood. God made us so. He put the things we 
like in the world. If we take'them, it is only doing 
as we were made to like todo. Death unquestionably 
is not pleasant to contemplate, but it is inevitable, 
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and it falls but once, and we will have our time and 
face whatever is coming, if there is anything coming 
at the end.'’' This isthe common mood. Yet is it 
the common mood? Back of it often, just as always 
in the finer mood, is the sense of failure, of incom-. 
pleteness, of not fulfilling the purpose, of missing the 

ght mark, and this, in the New Testament sense of 

e word, is sin. As a new year turns, millions of 
‘men possess such a sense of guilty shame because 
they are not what they might have been, what tney 
ought to be, what once they were, as, undefiled, each 
lay a little child in arms that-were folded forever long 
ago. It is the hour for God. He is waiting for this 
mood, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight. I am no more worthy to be called thy 
son. But while he was yet afar off, his father saw 
him and was moved with compassion and ran and fell 
on his neck and kissed him."’ 

And God can annul the effects of the past. Not 
all. There will still often be a price to be paid, but 
a man will be given grace to pay it manfully, and if 
the man does this God's grace can take care of the 
law of sowing and reaping. It has done this so 
effectually in the case of some men who could be 
named,—one notable man of our nation especially, — 
that we cannot bring ourselves even to mention these 
men’s names, or to name what it was in their past 
which needed to be canceled, so completely in their 
lives and in the regard of their fellow-men for them 
has God enabled them to redeem the past. Not all 
that was lasts forever past recall. God has access to 
it even when seemingly secure from our recall. He 
is not shackled as we are by time. What was, has 
been for us, once for all. But what was zs for God. 
All the past and the future are present to him, The 
past which we cannot penetrate or retrace, because it 
is gone, is not gone from God. He has it in his hand, 
and he can undo the past. Thank God, he can. 

And while we cannot go back to annul what is 
gone, to erase one single line of what is written, God 
will enable us to: undo the consequence of it. All 
that is in the effect must have been in the cause, But 
not all that is in'any cause needs to come out in the 
effects. God in Christ can frustrate, divert, over- 
power streams which pour down out of the past. 
Some of them can be turned back, some stopped, 
some directed to far nobler ends than those for which 
they set out. For the effects of all wrong-doing we 
can, in Christ,’ make restitution, and—what is far 
more significant—we can let Christ reach back to the 
wrong-doing, and'thwart it by bending its further con- 
sequences to good, * 

And God will entich the future to atone for the lost 
opportunities of the past, He will restore the years 
which the locust has eaten, ‘‘ You can never be again 
what you were,"’ said one saddened friend to a boy 
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who had‘slipped. ‘‘No,’’ said another friend, ‘« but 
you can be now what you never were.’’ This is the 
right use of the past, and, as Phillips Brooks said, the 
only way to get rid of a bad past, namely, to get a 
future out of it, rs ie. 

And, lastly, God will restore the child heart and its 
joys. Itis the loss of the child heart which is the 
chief penalty for a wrong past. And the recovery of 
that heart is life’s great longing as we go on. ‘‘ Make 
me a boy again just for to-night,’’ the man sings. 
And if only it might be, not for one night, but for- 
ever | -To have back-again what is gone’! No selfish 
desire or longing can work the miracle, but it can be 
worked. God can work it. It had been worked in 
Paul, and he saw it worked in multitudes who, 
‘« strengthened with all power, according to the might 
of God's glory, unto all patience and long suffering 
with joy gave thanks unto the Father who had made 
them meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light, who delivered them out of the power 
of darkness and translated them into the kingdom of 
the Son of his love.’’ God can do this for all of us. 
We can co-operate with him, if first of all we are open 
by faith to the work of profound renewing which the 
Spirit is ready to work in us, and then simply and 
trustfully follow Christ in service. The hints which 
Alice Freeman Palmer gave some working girls will 
help us to co-operate as we may. 

(1) Memorize something good daily. 
be a word of God. 

(2) Look for something pretty daily. 
be the fairest Lord Jesus. 

(3) Do something for somebody daily. Don't skip 
a day. ‘‘Inasmuch,’’: ‘*Whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is thy brother and sister and 
mother."’ 

So we need not fear the past—with God. We are 
forward-facing toward a haven where He who is with 
us also waits for us. This is the Christian miracle of 
now and then. We need only trim our sails and bend 
to the great breeze of God. 


For us, let it 


For us, let it 


‘* My soul is sailing through the sea, 

But the Past is heavy and hindereth me. 

The Past hath crusted cumbrous shells 

That hold the flesh of cold sea-mells 
About my soul, 

The huge waves wash, the high waves roll, 

Each barnacle clingeth and worketh dole, 
And hindereth me from sailing. 


*¢ Old Past let go, and drop i’ the sea, 
Till fathomless waters cover thee, 
For I am living, but thou art dead, 
Thou drawest back, I strive ahead, 
The day to find. 
Thy shells unbind! Night comes behind, 


I needs must hurry with the wind, 
And trim me best for sailing.’’ 








God’s Foreknowledge of Our Decisions 


It is confusing to talk about one thing in terms 
of another. When we speak of ‘God's fore- 
knowledge’’ we are doing this; therefore puzzling 
questions, impossible of complete and satisfying 
answer, at once arise. A Massachusetts young 
woman in a teacher-training class writes about such a 
question, as discussed in the class. She has been 
seeking light, she says, but she has failed to get it. 
The question was this : 


When some temptation comes to us, does God know before 
we ourselves do whether we will yield to it or fight it ? 


There is no ‘‘ before'’ with God. We live and act 
and think in time ; he lives and works and knows in 
an ever-present, timeless eternity. We cannot con- 
ceive of a timeless eternity, .with our little finite, 
human minds; so we talk about God in our own 
terms, forgetting that this is like trying to “escribe 
colors in terms of taste, or sounds in terms of sight. 
With God there is really no such thing as /ore- 
knowledge, for there is no future with him, nor past ; 
only present. It is well to recognize, first of all, this 
absolute impossibility of using human language in 
any final or adequate way as we attempt to talk about 
God and his powers. 

Yet it is true that what is in the future to us is now 
known to God, before whom all the tuture and the 
past stand as a single present fact. Therefore what 
we may do to-morrow or ten years hence is known to 
God as present fact. But we shall not do it because 
God now knows it ; he now knows it because we shall 


decide to do it. In other words, God's foreknowlege 
does not determine what we do, but what we do de- 
termines God's foreknowledge. For God has given 
us free will to decide what we shall do; and he has 
chosen to let this will of ours be independent of his 
will, except that he lovingly and incessantly seeks to 
influence us to decide to do his will. 

The mistake we so often make as we consider God's 
foreknowledge of our decisions is that we simply put 
the cart before the horse. We say that if God knows 
now how we are going to act to-morrow, that settles 
to-morrow's actions in advance, and we can’t help 
ourselves. But the truth is that what we, of our own 
free will, shall decide to do to-morrow is what settles 
God’s present knowledge of to-morrow’s actions, The 
fact that our future decision is present knowledge to 
him makes it no less our own independent decision 
when for us the time comes. The same mistake is 
often made in interpreting prophecy and fulfilment. 
An event never occurred merely because it had been 
prophesied that it would occur ; it was prophesied be- 
cause it was going to occur. 

A simple though imperfect illustration of the inde- 
pendence of our free will from God's foreknowledge 
is that of a parent's foreknowledge of a child's ac- 
tions. A father may know a child's habits so well 
that he is sure that the child will act in a certain way 
under a certain temptation. If the child does as the 
parent knew he would, he has not done it decause the 
parent knew he would, but the parent knew this be- 
cause the child was going to doit. - The illustration 


is an imperfect one because the parent's knowledge is 
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not absolute, and God's is. But it may help us to 
keep cause and effect in their right order. 

Not even the love and the ae pore of God 
force right upon us against our will. 
and the omnipotence of God are working for us 
the time ; and what a comfort it is to know that 
foreknows and has ordained that no temptation 
such as man can bear, 
be tempted above that we are 
able, but will with the temptation make also the way 
of escape, that we may be able to endure it. 


Be 


To Lift People’s Standards 

The standards of the persons with whom we 
come into touch ought to be ing higher and 
higher, all the time, because we are in touch with 
them. But discouraging failure to bring this to pass 
seems often to be our lot. What is the solution? A 
young Bible class teacher in Texas is confronted with 
the problem. He writes : 


I am a Bible teacher in a Union Sunday-school in a small 
western town, and am confronted with a problem in my work, 
re! problem that doubtless many other. Christian workers are 
facing. ae 

How may I exert an influence that will prevent members of 
my Bible from indulging in pleasures that injure their 
souls, and hinder spiritual development? I have been reared 
and t to believe, and do believe, that Christ in the life 
makes of the individual ‘‘a new creature’’; new in the sense 
that the desires and motives are changed, Christ becoming the 
supreme object and satisfaction. I am a young man, and am 
endeavoring, by the grace of God, to live the surrendered life ; 
and I find it a life filled with spiritual peace and joy. 

In teaching and in my everyday work I strive to exalt 
Christ, and bring my friends and associates to know Jesus 
Christ, ‘‘ whom to know is life eternal."’ And yet members 
of my Bible class continue to indulge in the dance, despite the 
fact that in several instances they oppose the wishes of Chris- 
tian mothers, and are members of the church. The saddest 
feature is, that some of our highly respected church-members 
encourage our young folk in the dance, and call it an innocent 
amusement, and declare it consistent with the profession of 
Christ ! 

I would like to see the question discussed, and would ap- 
preciate it greatly if you would acquaint me with literature 
that might bring conviction to my friends. 

People seldom stop doing a thing that they want to 
do merely because they are urged to stop. They do 
not often give up their favorite habits because they 
are told or shown that those habits are wrong.- There 
is only one sure way for this young man get his 
fellow Christians to give up dancing. And that is, to 
remove from them the desire to dance. 

But that, no man can do for them. 
ean do it. No proofs or arguments or entreaties can 
do it. Only Christ can change the desires of a per- 
son’s life. So it is that only by the winning of these 
Bible class. members, one after another and one by 
one, to the yielding up of the whole life in uncondi- 
tional surrender to the present mastery of Christ, — 
not merely the accepting of Christ's salvation for the 
next world, —is there any likelihood of the eradicating 
of the dance habit and the other things that go with 
it from the life of that class and that church. The 
teacher who states the problem has found in. Christ 
the secret of changed desires ; that secret is the only 
solution for his fellow-members. 

And this will not be done by talking or circulating 
literature against dancing. That may be the worst 
thing that could be done, just now, to accomplish the 
desired end. What is needed is that Christ shall be 
so exalted, so lived, so witnessed to, so shown forth 
through the life of this Bible class teacher and others 
whose experience is his.in the Christ-life, that those 
who lack this experience shall see it and want it for 
themselves: Loving, tactful companionship with 
them ; commendation of every good point in them, 
and encouragement of this good ; personal witnessing 
for Christ in the daily life and by telling of the joy 
and freedom of the life that is Christ ; and, above all, 
patient, ceaseless, faith-filled prayer in Christ's name 
for the surrender of these lives to Christ : these are 
methods that Christ will honor by winning the vic- 
tory and leading out that class and church and com- 
munity into such an apdstolic life that border-line 
amusements will be swept out of existence without 
toleration or debate. 

For one who honestly seeks light on the ques- 
tion of a Christian’s amusements, because really 
desiring to know and to do what is right, a book 
entitled ‘* Border Lines in the Field of Doubtful 
Practises,’"” by H. Clay Trumbull (Revell, $1.00), 
clearly states the principles that underlie danc- 
ing and several other popular but unworthy practises. 
It helps to clear thinking one who wants to be helped ; 
but it will probably convince no one who does not 
want to be convinced. As Bushnell used to say, 
Christ as the center is the only sure way of getting at 
these points on the circumference. 


No literature 
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Christ’s Defeat of the Plague 


This article was written early in the t year, when 
| che seveann of ihe plagee werk as described.] 


Hanae vn is a ery going up all over North China: 
The Christian's God protects from the plague 
In the presence of the appallingly long lines 
of uncared for corpses of non-Christians, it is im- 
pressive. In some places the dead are unburied 
because the ground is too hard to dig; in others, be- 
cause money Cannot hire people to approach the con- 
tamination ; in others, because coffin material has 
long since been exhausted ; and otherwhere, because 
fue! fails for these awful holocausts. 

In the homeland one used to hear, without under- 
standing its meaning, the phrase : ‘* Avoid it as you 
would the plague!'’ In China one understands. 
‘©The Black Death’’ attacks its victims with some- 
thing of the sudden ferocity of the man-eater. It tears 
out his lungs. In two or three days the stricken one, 
spouting blood, dies in awful agony. No known 
remedy. Disease one hundred percent fatal. Can 
catch anybody. Terror reigns among the heathen. 

Its ravages are severest in Manchuria, where some 
of the greatest Pentecostal experiences of recent years 
have blessed the church, Alarmed by the progress 
of Christianity, officials and gentry and priests have 
there banded themselves together in the aggressive 
‘‘Wu Shen Huei’’ (No-God Society), to fight Chris- 
tianity to the bitter end. And the hand of the Almighty 
is heavy upon them. Russia and Japan are threatening 
to step in and clean up things, their ostensible reason 
being rows of plague corpses a mile long, —not rumor, 
‘but consular reports. And the Christians are not 
among the dead / Small wonder the heathen in fear 
-.and amaze remark: ‘| Ché si ké da &si ki di sir"’ 
(‘* This is a portent!’’) And. they. begin to question 
if the vast sums spent on their hideous idols of mud 
are worth while. 


In these days the Ninety-first Psalm is precious to . 


Christians : 


‘* Because thou hast made the Most High thy habitation, 
There shall no ‘evil befall thee. 
Neither shall any plague come nigh thy tent. 
For He shall give His angels charge over thee, 
To keep thee in all thy ways.’’ 


The heathen do not realize that many present, con- 
comitant blessings follow in the train of accepting 
Christ,— that’ he brushes superstition out of their 
minds ; gives an ambition for cleanliness of house, 
clothes, and person ; drives out the: demon of distrust 
and doubt of the good intentions of all foreigners ; 
creates a willingness to co-operate with intelligent and 
skilled physicians, 

While the heathen are sowing the lie that «‘the 
foreign devils’’ have poisoned the wells,—therefore 
this slowly but relentlessly creeping death, — the 
Christians are studying the foreign plague posters, 
burning garbage, cleaning up yards and rooms. While 
heathen roughs are industriously striving to stir up 
riots (because of the inconvenience of an effective 
quarantine), and expecting to snatch some gain out of 
the general ‘confusion caused thereby, the Christians 
are’ spreading the reasonableness of the precautions. 
When a foreign: doctor has quickly buried a plague 
corpse, the heathen relatives—the clan en masse— 
have come in high displeasure, unburied it, given it 
‘*a proper burial,’’ saved the corpse’s ‘* face,’*—and 
all died themselves for their trouble. While heathen 
officials let the victims fall over on the streets, and 
lie there or fester in their houses,—to save their own 
face and place,—the Christians warn the brethren 
how to be careful. While heathen go out and cut off 
the queues from the dead, to swell the false-hair in- 
dustry of the United States, adding to their coffers 
and, in the process, adding themselves to the dismal 
list of the coffined, the Christians stay away from 
plague districts, do not go to the big Sunday markets, 
do not attend the heathen theaters arranged by the 
priests at this time of the year. While the heathen 
go on pilgrimages to holy shrines, the Christians 
keep off the ‘* big roads,'’ much traveled, where the 
plague stalks daily a man's journey farther, sowing 
death. 

One striking illustration will suffice to indicate the 
courage, the good sense, the powerlessness of super- 
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‘China’s Curse andthe Gospel’ s Cure 


By the: Rev. Charles Ernest Scott, Tsingtau, China 


Mr, Scott is one of the younger American mission- 
aties who has thrown himself into the work with 
zeal‘and consecration, and whose work is greatly 
blessed. The Gospel for China’s needs is the same 
Gospel that has met, with revolutionizing complete- 
ness, the needs of shadowed and sin-cursed souls 
in lands where the evangel of the sufficient Christ 
has had wider sway. There is so much that is 
apostolic in these life-stories from the Far East, that 
they come with a deeply needed primitive Christian 
message to all whose faith is blunted by our 
Western materialism. 








stition, the cheerful foregoing of personal convenience 
for the general good, the sense of responsibility for 
the public safety, the contempt of danger, even risk 
of life, to save men, that Christ has brought in this 
crisis to some of his Chinese disciples. In our field 
are two prominent villages. They are only eight 4 
apart, but in spirit they are separated many leagues. 
The former is a small place, the home of the Ding 
clan, who have really accepted Christianity as their 
family religion. One of their number, Rev. Mr. Ding, 
**apostle of Shantung,’’ has a wide reputation as an 
evangelist. In their midst stands the largest and best 
built church-building of our entire station field. And 
they support their own native pastor. The other 
place is a large market, conveniently for evil men 
located on the boundary of two counties. In it many 
roughs reside; to it many thieves resort. There 
many robbers have their dens, so that people of sur- 
rounding villages give it a wide berth when the after- 
noon shadows begin to lengthen. We and our evan- 
gelists have often preached there, and as persistently 
have the people there hardened their hearts. 

This place has lost eighty people. And in the 
vague fear of who next will be taken, horror like the 
blackness of darkness broods over them. Even the 
post-office has closed its doors, and to the seekers of 
mail comes from within a gloomy, hoarse voice order- 
ing him off. 

Contrast with this the strange story of the village of 

ethe Christians being marvelously saved from the 
pestilence. The entire Ding clan was home for the 
New Year. A heathen in their village, feeling sick, 
went to the other village to get some concoction that 
a heathen medicine shop sold. While there he con- 
tracted the plague. Two days later he was dead in 
his house. Immediately on learning of the case, 
Elder Ding and two of his nephews, physicians, —all 
educated by our missionaries,—took charge of the 
situation, For many years Elder Ding has been a 
professor of mathematics and science in a mission 
college. His training has not been favorable to super- 
stitious fears, For the last ten years he has been 
giving his time to managing, and considerable money 
towards supporting, our Girls’ Intermediate School in 
his village. He is looked upon as one of the solidest 
elders of the church in Shantung. Dignity, sound 
judgment, benevolence, and a thought for the public 
good are almost an instinct with him. 

The narrow alley on which stands the house of the 
plague-victim he at once closed, and set a guard at 
each end. The two doctors, scientifically protected, 
entered the yard, soaked the place and its inmates 
with disinfectants, and sent the family away from the 
village. They then hired four beggars. Properly 
protected, they entered the death-room, and carrying 
a big cloth soaked in disinfectants, they, with the 
doctors, wrapped it around the victim, and quickly 
carrying him outside the village, buried him in a place 
removed apart. To date that is the only victim of the 
plague, although Elder Ding writes: ‘‘ The plague is 
west of the water and east of the river,’’—his way of 
saying that it is in the villages round about. 

Our Christians with opened eyes are now expound- 
ing Moses’ law of cleanliness in the presence of preva- 
lent leprosy, smallpox, and plague ; and they are 
thanking God for their new light on the truth that the 
Scriptures are frofitable for the life that now is. 


** Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, 
For.the pestilence that walketh in darkness.’’ 
‘Please thank God for his meréy to us, and pray for 

his gracious continuance of that wondrous mercy. 
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Resurrection from an Opium Death 


A’ THE Christmas (1910) conference and revival 
services held for Bible Women, evangelists, and 
church leaders, every man present had an ex- 
perience in the gospel worth narrating, But he who 
at the time commanded central interest was young 
Tsiao, In the presence of his parents and the en- 
tire audience he declared himself a candidate for the 
ministry. ‘The circumstances under which he arrived 
at that decision constituted a miracle of grace. 

He was born, like tens of millions of other Chinese 
boys, in a typical small village of mud houses. But 
with this vast difference—he has Christian parents. 
The father is an elder and real pillar of the church, 
the mother a Bible Woman and real pillar of our 
Women's Bible School. They had given their son to 
God, and had made a covenant with God for him. 
Young Tsiao is smart, and, after going through all the 
grades of our country schools, attended a mission 
high-school where he learned some English. And 
when the Germans opened Tsingtau, he came here to - 
try his fortune with the Deutschers. His handsome 
face, general alertness, and special aptitude for fig- 
ures, combined with his eagerness to learn German, 
secured him a good position. His rise was rapid. 
Soon, a mere boy, he was a high-salaried compradore, 
commanding deference from many, 

But for his meteoric advancement he paid a heavy 
price. His sudden and relatively great accumulation 
of money and power worked an-awful havoc in his 
life. He fell.into many sins such as they that are 
minded to be rich fall into, piercing himself thereby 
with many sorrows. Worst of all, he wounded him- 
self nigh unto death with opium-smoking, — that 
damning curse of uncounted millions of Chinese, by 
which the Devil squeezes health, friends, money, am- 
bition, character, indeed the very soul, out of a man, 
and then casts him aside as a wornout rag, 

A little band of people, Chinese and foreign, 
prayed for him, and desperately. This is not the 
place to narrate all the harrowing details of that soul- 
siege and defense,—the grief, bordering on despair, 
he again and again caused his family and missionary 
friends as he lapsed and repented, and fell and rose, 
ever to fall lower. When a man gets to where he is 
even willing to clean spittoons for the reward of a whiff 
of opium, he lies far down. 

At last his parents came to a-missionary friend, 
Miss Vaughan, and said : ‘He has fallen again. We 
have prayed our hearts out for him, and our souls are 
as water. No more use to try.’’ 

Miss Vaughan's only answer was to turn to John 11, 
and say ; ‘‘ Read thai."’.. - 

The parents slowly read aloud the story of the rais- 
ing of Lazarus. When they had finished she asked : 

**Is God dead ?’’ 

**No.”’ 

‘*Do you believe that the glorified Christ still has 
power to make a dead man alive ?’’ 

“ Yes.’ ° 

‘* Well, then, do you believe he can save your son, 
as good as dead ?’’ 

After a long, tearful silence they answered : * Let 
us now pray God for a great strength of faith to be- 
lieve this.”’ 

So they did. It was truly a season of agonizing 
with Him in whose hands are the souls of men. 
When they arose the victory of faith was won. 

The son, truly repentant, by the power of God quit 
opium, went to our Union Normal School at Tsing- 
choufu to learn to be a mission teacher,—a new man, 
with a c/ear skin, a shining face, a happy heart. His 
wife, her heart overflowing with thankfulness, entered 
our Women’s Bible School to learn to be a Bible 
teacher of women. His oldest sister decided in grati- 
tude to remain unmarried—a tremendous decision for 
a Chinese woman—and give her virgin life wholly to 
the service of her Lord. So she became the head of our 
Women's Bible School, without a regular salary. 

After finishing the teachers’ course, young Tsiao 
became the teacher of our Boys’ Academy ; and it has 
made more progress, intellectually and spiritually, 
under him than under any other teacher. Truly the 
sacréd covenant of godly parents with the covénant- 


' keeping Lord is not easily broken by our arch enemy. 
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To See Next Year’s Lessons Straight Through 


By 


President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 





ALUABLE and replete with interest as the lessons 
for the current year on the Six Important Cen- 
turies of Israel's History have been, the great 

majority of earnest Bible students will turn back once 
more to the study of the Life of Jesus with enthusiasm 
and ambition, determined to make the year’s work 
fruitful in many ways. The study of the greatest Life 
that, ever was lived is always a means of inspiration . 
and a spur to consecration. To a teacher it affords 


an opportunity ever fresh and timely, one which may 


be successfully grasped by the least experienced who 
is in dead earnest to reproduce that Life in its fulness 
and freedom in the lives for whom he is in some 
measure responsible, 

It will be recalled by those who have been follow-— 
ing the International lessons for some years, that in 
1910 the Life of Jesus as \prssented in the Gospel ac- 
cording to Matthew was their theme, and that shortly 
before that year the Gospel of Jchn was studied as a 
whole. 
by either of these Gospels, we take up for 1912 the 


thorough-going, unhurried consideration of the active . 


life of Jesus and his teachings as presented from the 
threefold synoptic point of view. 

The study of Mark's presentation gives the student 
a clear appreciation of the principal events in the 
active life of Jesus as they occurred, and in their 
relative proportions. Hesums up the successful early 
Galilean ministry with brevity, because its incidents 
were all tending in one direction, The incidents 
which really counted in; the training of the Twelve are 
told at length. 
rather meagre. It.does not tell the whole story about 


Jesus, although it does._lay emphasis upon his won- | 


derful personality, It is the straightforward narrative 
of his matchless leadership, the suggestion of the spell 
he cast upon all who came into his presence, the sim- 
ple means of bringing many to their knees in happy 
homage to his majesty and friendliness. 

For the complete study of the real life and work ot 
Jesus one must supplement the story of Mark by that 
which we find in the First Gospel. In the main, 
Matthew's data are those which are found in Mark, 
but they have a different setting and significance. 
Matthew's Gospel sets forth the element of historical 
fulfilment in the life of Jesus, the breadth and perfec- 
tion of that life, its manvsidedness, It likewise adds 
to these details the teachings by which Jesus prepared 
his disciples to understand their Master and to inter- 
pret life. Every detail of the Gospel, superadded to 
what Mark relates, is of real importance to the stu- 
dent of the life of Jesus, 

But the Gospel of ‘Luke contributes something more 
to the total of Mark and Matthew, It has been called 
the most beautiful stcry of Jesus, just as the Gospel 
according to Matthew has been termed the most im- 
portant narrative, 
ciousness, the goodness, the.charm of Jesus, who was 
the Friend of every one. It portrays him as minis- 
tering’ to‘every sort of need; and yet: as basing’ that 
power for helpfulness upon a very real and continuous 
life of prayer. Without Luke's narrative we should 
fall short of appreciating the inner life of the Master. 


One Firm Strand of Golden Threads 

For these reasons it is wise and needful to take up 
from time to time the life of Jesus from the threefold 
synoptic standpoint, aiming to weave into one firm 
strand the golden threads which come from each apos- 
tolic source, since Mark undoubtedly reflects Peter, 
just as Luke reflects Paul, The course of lessons, far 
from being a mere repetition of what has been covered 
within a short time, makes possible a consideration of 
the never-wearisome theme in a way altogether satis- 
fying, and from a point of view which promises large 
results, 

-It must be kept in mind that two full years have 
been assigned to the completed study of the Life of 
Christ. The lessons for 1912 will cover the first iwo- 
thirds of the active ministry, terminating with the 
close of the Galilean m nistry. They bring the stu- 
dent to the great turning. oint in the active ministry, 
to the time when Jesus was assured through Peter at 
Czesarea-Philippi that his intimate circle of disciples 
had been brought to the strong and clear conviction 
that he was the Christ. Thereafter his ministry was 
one of unfolding, explaining, and interpreting the 





In contrast with the plan of study required . 


But.Mark's narrative, taken alone, is . 


Luke heips us to realize the gra- - 





Only the guide who knows his work thoroughly can . 
point. out to you from a high outlook the way of 
chief interest across the land of your journeyings. 
President Sanders has rendered this service more 
than once for readers of The Sunday School Times 
as they have looked forward to a new year of study. 
He does so again with comprehensive clearness, on 
this page of lesson-outlook, bringing within your 
view the story of the life of Christ, to the end of 
the Galilean ministry, ‘in a series of short periods 
which indicate the stages of progress toward that 
goal.’’ This article, together with the article by 
Professor Strong in this issue, are two in a rich 
series of sidelights on the coming year’s lessons. 








conceptions of Messiahship and discipleship to his 
followers ; up to the crisis at Czsarea-Philippi it had 
been a ministry of exposition, manifestation, and im- 
pression. One secret of the fascination of the Gali- 
lean period to the devout student is that it was a 
period of slow unfolding, the gradual exhibition by 
Jesus of his glorious self in ways apprehensible now 
no less than then, affecting the one whose heart is in 
his work as definitely as the Twelve and their circle. 
The work of the year is, therefore, quite well de- 
fined. It reaches a great climax, and abruptly but 
properly comes to its conclusion thereafter. The two 
great sections of the life of Jesus divide geographic- 
ally with the abandonment of Galilee as a region of 
free evangelization and logically with the attainment 
at Czesarea-Philippi of. an. assurance.on the part of. 


Jesus that his disciples were entirely convinced of his.. 
by great success, BUT— ' 


Messiahship. 


The lessons for 1912 cover the long time of, pre- i; 


paring them for this conviction. by constant associa- 
tion..with him, by occasional exhibits of remarkable 
power,: by continuous. manifestations of heavenly- 


mindedness and perfect humanity ; by being in fact 


such.a leader.and friend as transcended all their ex- 
periences or even expectations. 


What is the Year’s Plan ? 

It is worth while to notice the plan in accordance 
with which the lIesson-scheme has apparently been 
constructed. The principal source is the Gospel ac- 
cording to Mark, the natural groundwork of any well- 
planned scheme of studying .the Life of Christ. In 
the course of ‘the two years the whole Gospel will 


have been covered. Supplemental to the material in ~ 


Mark is the material taken from the other two Gos- 
pels. The way this plan works out gives us, in the 
first quarter, two lessons from Mark alone, one from 
Matthew alone, five from Luke alone, and four in 
some sort of combination. For the second quarter it 
gives us one lesson from Mark alone, fivé from Mat- 
thew alone, four from Luke alone, and one combined 
selection. 


tance, néarly one-half of all the Selections are from 


Mark. This the lessons have the value of the straight- — 
forward guidance of Mark with the added interest and ° 


suggestion which comes from the two other evangels. 
The year’s work may be surveyed in various ways. 
One good way is the well-known and fully tested 
method used in Stevens and Burton’s Harmony, un- 
, matched for usefulness where a student is taking the 
four Gospels into account. It does not fit quite so 
accurately into our needs this year. Another way, 
which fits easily in‘o the general plan of ‘the Har- 


mony, follows the clue of the development of the’ 
This will assist in grasping the 


ministry of Jesus, 
scope of the lessons of the year as a whole. 

The story of the life of Jesus from its' beginnings to 
the end of the Galilean ministry and the attainment 
of his first great objective may be organized under a 
series of short periods, which indicate the stages of 
progress toward that goal. They are numbered in the 
interest of clearness, 

1. The Infancy and Boyhood of Jesus (First Quarter : 
Lessons 1-6). A series of brief, telling narratives; ‘re- 
matkable for their vivid portraiture, pictiiring ‘the 


citcle of heavénly-minded people amidst whom Jesus” ' 
found his earthly home, their wholé¢-hearted: devotion ° 


to godly living, their joy at welcoming the heralded 


But in the third and fourth © quarters, © 
where the narrative of events is of principal impor-— 


Saviour, the homage paid to him from the ends of 
the earth, and, finally, his uninterrupted development 
of the richest graces of body and spirit. We come up 
to a fine climax with the thought that his close rela- 
tionship with God was the most prominent conception 
in his growing mind, 

2. Events Antecedent to His Active Ministry (First 
Quarter : Lessons 7-9). These usually are three in 
number, the earnest and effective preaching of re- 
pentance, in view of the Coming One, by John the 
Baptist, the baptism. and attestation of Jesus on his 
appearance at the Jordan and the temptation all alone 
in the wilderness. To these may well be added the 
choice of Capernaum as headquarters for the active | 
ministry, and the call of the four very intimate. disci- 
ples. It is remarkable how Jesus took hold of his 
work, not as @ novice, but as one completely ready for 
a great and gravely responsible task ; not even as one 
to whom the work of evangelization was new, but 
rather as one who knew his power over the hearts of 
men. . He could say with conviction, ‘‘I will make 
you fishers of men.’*. 


The Development of Christ’s Ministry - 

3. His Early, Popular Ministry of ”~caching iubd- 
Heating in the Galilean Synagogues( ‘st Quarter: 
Lesson 10). Mark's nartative is so ¢ densed that 
he gives within thirty verses his history of nearlya 
year of hard work. But that wonderful day at Caper- 
naum and the friendly healing of the pitiable leper 
were charactetistic: scenes and truly representative of 
that glorious year among the people, when multitudes 
hung’ upon the‘lips of Jesus‘and marveled at his gra-‘: 
cious power. ~ They hardly gave him time for private: 
prayer. Outwardly this ‘early ‘ministry was crowned | 


4. The Gradual Development of Pharisaic Distrust ci 
Opposition,’ and Hatred'(Fitst Quarter Lesson 11 to’ 
Second Quarter, Lesson 2). ‘ The year of ideal condi- 
tions ‘came'to an end because Jesus: aroused the dis-" 
trust‘and ‘later the violent criticism and opposition of 
the’ Pharisees by his disregard of religious conven- 
tions and defiance of Pliarisaic authority. They con- 


’ trolled the synagogues and were able to force him to 


plan for a change of emphasis‘in his ministry. Here~., 
after he centered‘upon the Twelve. 

5. Zhe Choice of the Twelve and the Discourse 
about Membership in thé Kingdom (Second Quarter: 
Lessons: 3-10). . It was a great step forward when 
Jesus detetmined to surround himself with a small 
circle of ‘especially intimate co-workers to whom he 
would gradually reveal himself in full measure, It- 
was ‘a distinct change of method or, at least, of :em- 
phasis. ‘He must convince a few regarding himself, : 
so that their faith would be unshakable. To this: 
preliminary achievement he set himself by exhibiting 
in the course of their daily intimacy all of those graces 
of character, those conceptions of life, those mani- 
festations of a more than human power, those ex-> 
traordinary qualities which gave him leadership and’ 
lordship alike. This campaign of impression began. 
with the discourse or series of short discourses on mem-: 
bership in the ‘Kingdom and its guiding principles 
which is known as the Sermomon the Mount. :: ‘Fhis: 
alone gives us a telling portrait of Jesus the Teacher: 
and accounts for the devotion, not unmixed with mpndl 
which the Twelve quickly came to. feel. 

6. The Varied Difficulties which Jesus Had to: 
Face and Overcome (Second Quarter: Lesson 11 to 
Third Quarter, Lesson 5). There were manifold hin- : 
drances' which blocked the Messianic ministry, some: 
due to: mere-misapprehension; some to the malignant 
hatred of the Pharisaic. party, some to the disap-' 
pointment which some of his ardent disciples. may 
have felt over the slow development of the-antici-: 
pated Kingdom of Heaven. Even these last needed to 
be reminded that the Kingdom was like a grain of 
mustard-seed or a precious pearl. 

7: The Greatness of His Power and How It Im- 
pressed Men (Third Quarter: Lessons 6 and 7). The 
four deeds of power, so noteworthy that each Gospel 
incorporates them as a part of its story, stand out by 
themselves, The serenity of Jesus, his command of 
himself: and .of| others, his’ limitless power are given 
clear exhibition; The Twelve were forced to think 
about Jesus more deeply than ever before. 

(Continued on next page, third column) 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 31 (Review) 





7 LONG as Jesus Christ remains for mortal kind 
the one essential Person to know and possess, 


the task of interpreting and imparting him will’ 


remain the task of tasks for his followers; and the 
teacher who assumes this task may well ponder prayer- 
fully the lines on which his work is to proceed. 

1. It makes a homely beginning, but at the start 
we may as well recognize that there is a body of knowl- 
edge to impart, and that means a body of knowledge 
to acquire. The teacher who undertakes to set before 
the minds of his class a historical Person, a divine 
Person, a human Person, yes, but first of all a rea? 
Person, bows his neck to study. Christianity is rooted 
in the past, in something that actually happened. 
Christ lived ; and I may well summon all my percep- 
tions to the task of viewing that life, all my judgment 
to the task of measuring and estimating it, all my 
heart to the task of responding to it, and all my mem- 
ory to the task.of retaining it. Why should we min- 
imize the demands of Christian teaching? There is 
no substitute for work in religion. This simplest 
inexorable necessity cries out for a place in the Sun- 
day-school ; and we shall make little solid advance 
until we die to our laziness and give work free rein to 
command us. There are distinguished teachers of the 
Bible who read a chapter or a book twenty, forty, sixty 
times before venturing to unfold it. 

With this admonitory preface, we may pass on to 
show how worthy the Life of Christ is of such earnest 
study. And first of all we meet the thought of the 
inexpressible preciousness of the material. Can we 
ever measure the importance of the fact that the su- 
preme manifestation of God has been given ‘in the 
unity of a life unfolding in the sequences of time! 
Men may have wondered in the past what a god or 
what a perfect man would do in such a world as this : 
they can wonder no_longer. And this appears not 
only in the great structural saving acts which give 
framework to the Gospels, ‘but in-their faintest details. 
The same law that governs the star governs the atom. 
The tiny straw shows the set of the current beneath. 
And so’each lesser detail in the, thought and life of 
the Master may become to patient insight a blazing 
pronouncement from heaven upon the meaning and 
opportunity.of the life of man. Hence we cannot 
study the Life of Christ too minutely, though we may 
study it too narrowly. Minute findings open vas: 
meanings, and through an accent or look we may at 
any moment pass into an overwhelming manifestation 
of the sternness or the love of the Son of man. 

Another fruit of earnest study may be a fresh reali- 
zation of the life of Christ as a life with a background, 
a life with a setting ; a life over against a human world 
of turmoil and strain and unsatisfied desire to which 
it was the answer, and in relation to which it is to be 
understood ; a life so related to its environment that 
no ray of light thrown on the geographical, political, 
social or religious conditions into which Christ was 
born can fail to make Christ himself more real :to us. 


‘What a land that was, with its gentle plains -and 


craggy hills and shimmering waters, - its - earnest, 
thronging life, its glorious past, its mixed ideals: and 
warring sects, its irrepressible hungers, its lurid 
temptations, its mistaken zeal! - Yes,-but more than 
all this, what a light it throws on the Christ of faith 
and history! A friend of mine was converted as the 
result of a trip through Palestine with an open -Bible. 
History awoke. Galilee, Pera, the Mount of Olives, 
became realities. © He heard the adulations of the 
multitude, and the cry, ‘*Crucify him!’’ And that 
transcendent Life, lived again in all its truth and love 
and power before his imagination, swept him willingly 
into its allegiance. 

Conscientious study may throw fresh light on the 
life of Christ as a life with a development, a life that 
grew till death and resurrection intercepted it, a life 
responding to and acting upon its environment as, 
being what it was, it could not but do. Let us not 
underestimate this. No one really understands the 
life of Christ.until he is able to trace. its progress, and 
show how, given such a Person and such an environ- 
ment, no other issue was conceivable than the ‘issue 
in which it both darkened and blazed. The power to 
feel this is the power to validate the Gospel history. 
The hold of the New Testament upon us rests, in the 
last analysis, upon its power to impress us with the 
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The Challenge of the Gospels 


By Professor. John Henry. Strong 





What is the message of the life of Christ for the 
Christian? Whiat is the secret of ability to teach 
that méssage convincingly? “Once more the 
Sunday-school enters upon the priceless privilege 
of a year’s study of that Life, and there should be 
nothing vague about the teacher’s purpose or the 
real results of the teaching. No one can read 
Professor Strong’s impassioned appeal to the 
teacher for patient hard work, for Christ-filled 
daily living, and for an intense evangelism, without 
realizing, perhaps as never before, the undeserved 
privilege and the glorious opportunity in this new 
year of service. 





_ 





naturalness and inevitableness of what it reports. 
When we have seen each act and each position in the 
earthly life of the Saviour prepare the way for a new 
stage in the history, which moves on, stage by stage, 
with divine orderliness to an inevitable goal,—then 
our Gospels are ours forever ! 

2. But I can imagine an earnest teacher absorbed, 
thralled, lost in such material as this. Is there no 
purpose, no principle of selection, no aim which will 
shear off irrelevancies, generate inspiration, and con- 
duct to an actual goal of blessing the teaching of the 
coming year? We certainly need one, and the Gos- 
pels themselves provide it. 

Nothing is plainer about these Gospels than that 
the evangelists did not write them for the sake of 
writing. They were not literary men, biographers, 
intent on depicting a great life which was done. Why 
otherwise did they pass heedlessly by great sections 
of the life, great blocks of the ministry? The task of 
doing literary justice to a life does not tolerate liber- 
ties like this, With material enough to ‘fill the 
world’’ with books at their disposal, they adhered 
severely to a purpose,—a purpose no other than this : 
to forge out of the material of the life of Christ a 
weapon to bring the whole world into faith and alle- 
giance. The Gospels are campaign documents. They 
are devices for multiplying, perpetuating, and spread- 
ing. the testimony of men who had seen and heard 
Jesus Christ, who had caught his tremendous mean- 
ing for life, and were bent on making that meaning 
prevail everywhere, Is this not the affirmation of one 
of them : These things ‘‘ are written, that ye may be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and 
that believing ye may have life in his name'’ (John 
20 :; 31; see Luke 1 : 1-4). 

Here, then, is a purpose in the midst of the mate- 
rial, a purpose which will turn reading into study, 
teaching into pleading, ‘‘ passing the hour’’ into a 
ministry of Christ for men, 

Look back at the Evangelists, and let their earnest- 
ness stimulate you. This certainly is what absorbed 
them. . What filled their horizon to overflowing was 
that a kingdom had been founded, a salvation had 


~been given. . The Lord had come from heaven to 


give men life and give it abundantly. For this he 
had submitted to an earthly life,a bitter. price, an 
amazing parenthesis of humiliation. It is interesting 
to see how their purpose to communicate this operated 
to shape their picture of the ministry.“ The.teachings 
of Jesus are an integral part of the memoirs, yet the 
Evangelists are not supremely interested in his teach- 
ings. The works of Jesus are a spontaneous and in- 
evitable part of his self-expression, yet they are not 
supremely interested in his miracies. How they mass 
the material around the crucifixion and resurrection ! 
How their interest centers in all the preparations and 
details of the death! ‘We shall never truly teach the 
Life of Christ until we understand that interest, until 
the death of Christ becomes significant for life, until 
the resurrection becomes a glory which all may expe- 
rience, until we come to feel that the supreme thing 
in all this world is to get men saved, and that the 
Living Christ is the only one who can save them. 

An evangelistic message is prescribed in the very 
nature of the Gospels. Is there a further message to 
be added to this? Yes, for there are Christians to 
be taught in our schools ; and I do not know what 
that message is unless this,—that in this very life of 





Christ which they study they are to find the prophecy 
and promise of what they are to be. 

In this very life of Christ! Look at it again for a 
moment, absolute in its purity of thought ; organized 
in the interests of its highest factor, spirit, and as such 
given over wholly to God ; dominated by love, a love 
swallowing up every competing desire ; alive heaven- 
wards, in an intercourse spontaneous, refreshing, un- 
clouded ; and because of all this, radiant, fixed, ex- 
uberant, possessing what it imparts, and hence infi- 
nitely persuasive in bringing it: in such a life dare 
we see, dare any man see, the prophecy and program 
of what he is to be? 

It is the function of the. last half of the New Testa- 
ment to teach that the life of Christ is destined for 
men, and that by no striving, purchasing, or willing, 
but by gracious impartation from above. We must 
read the Gospels in the light of Pentecost, where 
Christ appears to his church as no longer pressing 
upon it from without, but imparting himself to it from 
within. . Jmparting himself: and here, to strengthen 
our faith, comes in the supernaturalism of the Gos- 


pels, in which Christ appears as working, healing, 


casting out demons, raising the dead, and all by impatta- 
tion of himself. No cure was ever wrought, no for- 
giveness mediated, no inspiration imparted but by 
gift of himself. The panorama of miracles is simply 
the prophecy of mankind's future, to be repeated in 
the experience of every believing: man.: In the 
Epistles of the New Testament this program begins 
to be accomplished, and men become the garments, 
as it were, in which Christ clothes himself,—thin 
palpating veils behind which he ‘re-enacts the mira- 
cles of his earthly life. ‘*I am crucified with Christ," 
writes one of them, and then, the new consciousness 
struggling with the old for .expression,—*‘‘it is not I 
that live !"’ 

This is the message of the Life of Christ for the 
Christian. We shall teach it powerfully when we 
begin to experience it. We shall experience it when 
we begin to believe. 


Rocuester, N.Y. 


all 


Next Year’s Lessons Straight Through 
(Continued from preceding page) 


8. Further Discouragements (Third Quarter: Les- 
sons 8 and 9). Jesus had failed to gain the Phari- 
sees, and had failed to accomplish any widespread 
moral or spiritual reformation. Now he could not 
command a hearing among his own boyhood friends. 
Moreover, neither Herod nor others among the people 
seemed to be able to place him. 

9. The Mission of the Twelve with its Varied Re- 
sults (Third Quarter : Lesson 10 to Fourth Quar- 
ter, Lesson 1). Stirred by his sense of the great need 
of the people Jesus at last sent out the Twelve to 
evangelize. The cities were not moved to repent- 
— but great numbers flocked once more to hear 

im. 

10, Conflicts with:the Pharisaic Leaders and Con- 
sequent Withdrawal. from Galilee (Fourth Quarter: 
Lessons 2-5). » The renewed fame of Jesus led to at- 
tacks upon him and the Twelve. Jesus absolutely 
repudiated their characteristic legalism, and claimed 
the right to overrule Moses, It was a parting of the 
ways. Henceforth Jesus kept away from Jewish ter- 
ritory for some time. 

11. The Triumphant Conclusion of the Year of 
Association with the Twelve (Fourth Quarier: Lessons 
7 and 8). At last. the time came for putting the 
Twelve to the test. Jesus had failed to impress the 
religious leaders or the people at large with his real 
self. Had he also failed with them? Peter set his 
mind at rest. ‘The Twelve were sure that he was the 
Messiah. 

12. Last Days in Galilee (Fourth Quarter: Lessons 
g-11). Jesus was full of the thought of the future. 
He talked about ‘Messiahship and discipleship, ex- 
plaining what they were really to mean. The closing 
days were days of anxiety and gloom, relieved only 
by the calm persistence with which Jesus looked for- 
ward to the coming days at Jerusalem. 

Wasneurn Coi.ece, Topeka, Kansas. 
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IV. STORMY WEATHER CHRISTIANS 
AY 14, 1863, and arainy morning at Mississippi 


Springs. The bugles sang reveille as sweetly 

as though the sun was shining on the drenched 
violets by the muddy roadside and in the dripping 
woods. The drums beat sullenly, for like many more 
delicate musicians they are very sensitive to changes 
of the weather, and never like to get their heads wet. 
It takes all the thrilling ‘‘rat-a-plan’’ out of their 
chest notes, and makes their voices flat and tuneless as 
they thump out ‘‘Three Camps,’’ ‘‘Slow Scotch,’’ 
their double drags and three rolls. 

But the bugles! 

Their voices never change. I have heard them in 
the midst of the storm of war on a blood-drenched battle- 
field come ringing down the broken lines, breaking 
through the pungent powder smoke, their voices 
of command clear as the song of a meadow-lark 
calling through a bank of fog or a cloud of drifting 
mist. Strangely sweet, the bugle call in the midst 
of the battle clamor—the roar of the guns, the fierce 
rattle of musketry, ‘‘the thunder of the captains 
and the shouting.’’ Heart-breakingly sweet. The 
soldier starts sometimes, as though he heard the 
echo of his mother's voice calling him out of the 
passion of carnage, calling him back to her side—back 
to her arms, back to her tender caresses, soothing 
the storm of battle-rage in his young heart,—calling 
him to home and peace, with the old love songs, the 
cooing dove and the whistling, robin. 

Then the bugle, sweetly as ever, calls yet more 
insistently,. and a.great thundering shout from the 
colonel drowns the, mother-voice—‘‘ Fix bayonets ! 
Forward—guide center—double quick—follow me, 
boys !'’ And the wave of the charge carries the line 
forward on a billow of cheers in a tenpest of fighting 
madness. And still the bugle calls, just as sweetly 
and just as insistently, as though a beautiful queen 
were urging her soldiers on to glory and victory— 
Deborah singing ‘‘The Charge’’: 


How can anything so beautiful set a man on to fight 
and kill? Well, it..does. A. soldier in a fatigue 
uniform looks like a dude alongside of a civilian in 
his fishing clothes, There is good music in the beer 
halls ; better, sometimes, than you can hear in your 
home church. A regiment marching down street 
behind its military band Sunday morning is far more 
alluring in appearance than the throngs of worshipers 
straggling along to worship. Why is a battleship 
more attractive than a ferryboat ? 


The Lure of the Fighting Spirit 

If you are walking with a friend, and pass an old 
man, white-haired, face lined with furrows of time 
and thought and toil, stoop-shouldered, leaning 
heavily on his cane as he steadies his steps, and the 
friend says to you, ‘*That is Dr. Soulsaver; he has 
been pastor of the same church in this city fifty-two 
years, and his people won't let him resign."’ 

You say ‘*Uh-huh!"’ glance around at the old 
man as he totters by, and go on talking. But if you 
meet a man with his civilian suit cut in military 
fashion, a white mustache ornamenting a bronzed face, 
swinging his cane to show that he carries it as a 
plaything, and your companion says : 

*¢ That's General Smasher ; he’s been in the army 
since he was a boy ; been in more battles than any 
man living; been wounded ten times ; the hardest 
fighter in the American army ; never was whipped."’ 

You stop, and look after the old mustache until 
you forget what you had been talking about. You'd 
like to meet that man. Why didn’t you run after the 
old preacher and shake hands with him? You're a 
church-member. Why did you feel more interest in 
the old soldier? You tell. 

Why isn’t virtue as alluring to the senses as evil? 
Better is wisdom than folly ; sweeter, purer, nobler, 
lovlier. Yet it is written, ‘‘ When ‘we see him, there 
is no beauty. that we should desire him.'' 

Sunny mornings or rainy mornings, the bugles sang 
as cheerily as so many meadow-larks, the bird with 
never a plaintive note in his song, whether the wind 
blow from the south with perfume, north with biting 





Lights and Shadows of a Soldier’s Life 


By Robert J. Burdette, D.D.. 





Dr. Burdette continues his army reminiscences with 
a march in the rain. You will undoubtedly want 
your raincoat and umbrella as you get into this 
drenching atmosphere. It takes such word=-pictures 
as this to make the civilian realize that not all the 
soldier’s fighting is done in battle. ‘* The worst 
environments bring out the best in the soldier.” 
How many of us shall let the clouds decide next 
Sunday whether we shall he on the march to 
‘ church or not? 








cold, or east with fog and rain, or west with a roaring 
cyclone. And this morning the bugles called out of 
the soaking chrysalids of the blankets a lot of crowing 
soldiers who echoed the bugles in their own music. 
A soldier's dreams must be sweet, for always—so 
nearly always the exceptions are not worth noting— 
he wakes up in high good humor. Such good medi- 
cine is sleep. And he sings the reveille with the 
bugles— 
REVEILLE 


The day-star shines upon the hill, 

The valley in the shadows sleep; 
In wood and thicket, dark and still, 

My comrades lie in slumber deep ; 
Far in the east a phantom gray 

Steals slowly up the night’s black pall, 
And, herald of the coming day, 

Softly the distant bugles call— 


: saunas eae lal 
eae 


‘¢ I can’t get ’em.up, 
I can’t get ’em up, 
I can’t get ’em up in the morning! 
I can’t get ’em up, 
I can’t get ’em up, 
I can’t get ’em up at all!’’ 





A thought of motion at the sound, 
As though the forest drew its breath, 
And belted sleepers on the ground 
Move restlessly, like life in death ; 
And slumberous echoes, here and there, 
Awaken as the challenge floats, 
And clearer on the morning air 
Ri g out the cheery Bugle notes— 


grareoee 


‘* The corp’ral’s worse than the private, 
The sergeant’s worse than the corp’ral, 

The lieut. is worse than the sergeant, 

And the captain’s the worst of all!’’ 











And while the thrilling strains. prolong, 
Flames into rose and gold the day, 

And springing up with Shout and song, 
Each soldier welcomes march or fray ; 
Through wooded vale, o’er wind-swept hil 

Where camp-fires ‘gleam and shadows fal 
Louder and sweeter, cheerily still, 
Ring out the merry bugle’s call— 


** I can’t get ’em up, 
I can’t get ’em up, 
I can’t get ’em up in the morning! 
I can’t get ’em up, 
I can’t get ’em up, 
I can’t get ’em up at all!” 


A cold breakfast, scalded down with boiling coffee, 
black as night and strong as prejudice, put the spring 
in our heels, and we were ready for whatever the day 
might bring to us. We twisted our wet blankets, a 
load in themselves, and looped them over our shoul- 
ders. My regiment was a marching and fighting 
regiment, and knapsacks were luxuries of effeminacy, 
indulged in only in winter quarters. The drums. beat 
a doleful accompaniment to the merry squeaking of 
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the fifes as they whistled us out of camp into the 
canal-like road with ‘‘ Garry Owen nagloria,’’ Splash, 
splash, splash, through the mud. We wrapped our- 
selves in the shelter of our rubber blankets. But the 
steady rain found open folds at our necks, and crept 
in and trickled down our backs in little zigzag trails 
of moisture that found its way down into our shoes. 
So long as a soldier can keep his feet dry, he is com- 
paratively comfortable. But when the water begins 
to sqush, sqush, in his shoes, Comfort bids him a 
reluctant farewell, and Misery, perching heavily be- 
tween his shoulders, says : 

‘*Would you mind carrying me until it clears 
off ?’* 

The warrior does ‘‘mind,’’ but carries him just the 
same.. His feet slip in the mud, and this makes 
marching hard and slow. A cavalryman, galloping 
down the column with an order from the front to the 
rear, or vice-versa, splatters the infantryman from 
head to foot with mud and water, and is pursued for 
the next three miles of his career with volleys of sar- 
castic and abusive comments on his horsemanship, 
his horse, his yellow, stripes, his clanking saber, his 
personal worthlessness, and his disgraceful pedigree 
that makes his ears tingle and his heart boil with 
wrath. A baggage wagon stalls on a steep hill, and 
the soldiers come to the rescue of the struggling mules 
and help them up the long, muddy Hill of Difficulty, 
the name of which is Legion. 

‘« What's in that wagon ?’’ asks a recruit who has 
twice fallen in the mud, in his zeal to do his whole 
duty by the mules. ‘‘ Ammunition ?’’ 

‘* Naw !’’ scornfully replies the veteran, ‘‘ suppose 
I'd break my back pushin’ .a load of ammunition? 
Them’s hardtack."’ 

And that’s worth while, and the soldier hopes his 
long-eared comrades will reciprocate his help and 
bring that wagon into camp on -time.at-pight, :):-). 
The Soldier’s Rainy-Day Religion 

Splash, ‘splash, splash. The arms ache withthe 
weariness of carrying the musket in one position, and 
that not the easiest one by any means. But the mus- 
ket is as precious as the hardtack. The soldier may 
get soaked to the bone. He'll fight just as well, But 
that gun must be kept ‘dry. He carries it at ‘*secure,’’ 
under his arm and under the protection of his rubber 
blanket. Now and then he looks at the hammer and 
nipple to see that.they are dry. He may want to use 
that piece of hand artillery before ‘night, and he cares 
for it like a baby. ‘He niay have to stioot somebody 
with it sometime during the day. And suppose, when 
that time comes, the powder in the musket is wet. 
How can he carry out the decrees of fate concerning 
the man he is detailed to kill? Wet powder has no 
more place in a musket than a knot-hole in a_barb- 
wire fence. 

He has to stop wasting caps, and pick dry powder 
inte the nipple with a pin. Tedious work it is, and 
the unpleasantest thing about it is that the’ man he 
was to kill may get tired of .waiting and fill him full 
of large irregular holes by way of reproach for his 
dilatory tactics. 

Really, the soldier grumbles less and wants to: fight 
mere, in all the discomforts and irritations of a stormy 
day over muddy: roads in a hilly country, than. he 
does in June weather‘through:a pleasant land. He'd 
like to fight the people whose conduct has dragyed 
him away from his happy home. - But if one of his 
comrades loses patience and breaks forth in bitter re- 
viling of the rain and mud and the war, he helps 
to smother him in an avalanche of raillery and chaff. 


> After that the columz isin a happy, seif-approving frame 


of mind for several miles. The worst: environments 
bring out the best in the soldier. Hebraces himself to 
meéet adversity, as he would meet any otherenemy. He 
prides himself on being above the demoralizing influ- 
ences that break down weak men. He may swear a 
little, which is more than enough ; and he may drink 
too much, which is when he drinks at all. And he 
kills a few people. But he believes in raihy-day re- 
ligion. His. standard. of manhood is high; and he 
found it in the Book his mother gave him— 


** If thou faint in the day of adversity, 
Thy. faith is small.’’ 


PasaDENA, CAL. 
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'“A Boy’s Way of Response 
AST evening I watched a boy of eleven, a girl of 
seven, and their grandfather go by. 
father. had bought the little girl some taffy. 
She offered to share it with him ; but he declined and 
suggested that she give her brother a piece. Now 
‘««brother’’ was sauntering along with a great air of 
indifference about twenty steps behind, his eyes fixed 
indefinitely upon empty space. The little girl dropped 
back beside him and offered her taffy. With a bored 
air of one who confers a reluctant favor, he took it 
from her, broke off half, and handed the rest back. 
And without a word or look of motion of appreciation, 
he began to munch the candy, while his sister ran on 
and overtook her grandfather. . 

Was the boy an ungrateful little wretch? Not a bit 
of it. About day after to-morrow, when he thinks 
‘*sis’’ has forgotten all about it he will lay two-thirds 
of his wild strawberries where she can get them, and 
gruffly inform her he has had all he can eat and she 
can have what is left. 

It is not ingratitude, lack of feeling or appreciation, 
but merely the boy's way of response. When youdoa 
boy a favor or show him a kindness, he does not look up 
at you with a sweet smile and say, ‘‘I thank you so 
much,"’ ‘* How lovely of you to remember me!"’ or 
«I certainly shall not forget your kindness.’’ 

Now a boy somehow feels that it is a disgrace to 
show any, feeling except. anger. . No matter how 
deeply he may be touched, no matter how keenly he 
may feel gratitude, he usually responds to it by indi- 
rection. What you do for him to-day will come back 
days or weeks later in some half-disguised attempt to 
repay you in kind. This attempt.is not intended to 
show you how much he appreciates what you have 

‘done, ‘but an ‘honest attempt to do for you some 
corresponding Sefvice. 

This indirection of response must be taken into 
‘account in dealing with the boy... Many teachers who 
are not acquainted with the peculiar psychology of 
this species of humanity become very much dis- 
couraged, and often offended, because of the seeming 
unresponsiveness of their pupils, when in reality they 
simply have not learned to recognize the response. 

The knowing teacher goes on week after.week doing 
her best and most sincere work for her boys, —planning 
for them, interesting them,, amusing them, without 
any thought of thanks or any show of gratitude. And 
then—as surely will happen—when they come around 
in the most indirect way in the world and offer to help 
do something for her, she will accept it with a glad 

“heart and a secret smile knowing that this is their 
response and that they do appreciate. 

I remember once while teaching a public school in 
the country I had one boy that I did much extra work 
for. He wasa poor boy, and rather slow. Noons 
and mornings, and often after school, I gave him 
extra help and encouragement with his lessons, lent 
him books, and helped him-in every way to get on 
with his studies. It wenton for,several months. He 
never thanked me, never gave any sort of expression of 
appreciation of my efforts for him. But one day late 
in winter, when -apples were. very scarce,—and the 
appetite of a boy very keen,—someway he came into 
possession of a very fine large apple. And while I 
was out at noon he slipped it on to my desk. 

That, I knew and accépted as the full measure of 
appreciation from a very grateful boy heart. 

This same indirect way of response is noticed: in 
points of discipline. To correct a boy right to his 
face and expect him to respond at once is a very sore 
exaction. If a disturbing thing occurs in class, if 
some one has a habit that is annoying, speak about it 
only in a general way,—and don’t look at the boy. 
Then wait. He is almost sure to hurry up and do it 
four or five times more just to show the other boys he 
is not being made to behave. Then after a while, if 
he likes you,—and he usually does, —when he thinks 
everybody has forgotten it, he will slyly quit the thing 
that offends you. It is a matter of saving his face. 
In all correction—except, of course, outbroken dis- 
order that must be quelled at once—give the boy a 
chance to correct his faults without seeming to be 
driven to it. 


And do not be in a hurry for the response. It is 


The grand-— : 


~ were studying at the time. 


. French evangelical church, 


Is it worth while to go ahead with work for boys, 
patiently and with untiring enthusiasm, when they 
do not show the slightest appreciation of your 
service? Are the boys really as ungrateful as 
they seem? Is the gang spirit among boys all 
wrong? Do you know how to make use of it in 
Sunday-school work? Do you know how to get 
the boys to enjoy carrying their Bibles with them ? 
The biggest reason why there are boy problems in 


stand the boys. This page may help you to un- 
derstand the workings of the boy mind. 








enough to know that boys really do appreciate things 
done for them ; to know that secretly the boys do care 
for you, and are anxious for your approval. Give them 
time and let them express it in their own way, and in 
due time your heart will be glad because you have 
found theirs.— William H. Hamby, Chillicothe, Mo. 
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Will Boys Carry Bibles? 


T WAS at a meeting of mothers and Sunday-school 
teachers, and we were discussing ways and means 
of inducing boys to bring their Bibles to tlie 

classes with them. At length one mother said: “If 
we wish the boys to acquire the habit of carrying 
Bibles, I believe it is a mistake to fit them out with 
huge volumes provided with maps, concordance, 
tables of Jewish weights and measures, and all that. 


Why, I can’t induce my husband to carry one of 


those ; he says it looks so sanctimonious, and if there 


is anything a boy hates it is to look sanctimonious."’ 


_. This mother’s words gave us food for thought. If 
her husband—a deacon in the church, a teacher in 
the Sunday-school when not its superintendent, a friend 
of all religious and benevolent enterprises—refused to 
carry a Teachers’ Bible on the ground that it ‘looks 
sanctimonious,’’ how could any normal, healthy boy 
be expected to label himself in that manner? 

Later, some of us made the experiment of having 
the boys of our classes provided with the book of the 
Bible in which were found the lessons of the current 
year. These were small volumes, easily carried in 
the waistcoat pocket ; they were eagerly received by 
the boys and faithfully used.1 In otherinstances small, 
complete Bibles with thin paper and clear type were 
found, and these had an almost equal popularity. 

It frequently happened, in my English classes in 
the high school, that some merry, mischievous lad, of 


_anything but sanctimonious tendencies, would draw 


from his pocket a small Bible, and turn the leaves 
with ready, practised hand to locate or verify some 
scriptural allusion in the poet or essayists whom we 
Neither the lad himself 
nor any one else seemed to find anything unusual or 
embarrassing in the incident. 

Some years ago, in a French university town, I sat 


“at tabie beside a lad from one ofthe Dutch universi- 


ties. One day he attempted to quote in French the‘ 
familiar passage about the ‘‘ making of many books."’ 

The sentiment not sounding just right.im the foreign 

tongue, he drew from his pocket his own Dutch Bible, 

and carefully translated the verse in question. As the 
lad was, for his years, quite a man of the world, his 
action surprised me a little, although I had known 

him to be a regular attendant upon the services of-the 
However, the proceed- 

ing was to him evidently entirely natural, and he 
seemed not to notice the surprised, almost shocked, 

looks of our neighbors. 

From the above bits of experience I draw the con- 
clusion that, if we wish boys to carry Bibles, we must 
make the habit seem quite natural and a matter of 
course, provide them very early with small copies of 
the Book easily carried in the pocket, and then sys- 
tematically make our instructions and questions such 
that a free use of the volume becomes inevitable. — 
Caroline Sheldon, Grinnell, Iowa. 





1 The lessons for 1912 are from the three Synoptic Gospels. The 
four Gospels in a, single volume can be obtained at 10 cents a copy, 
in’either the American Standard Revision (thomas Nelson & Sons, 
New York) or the King James Version (American Bible Society, New 
York). Send 2 cents extra for postage. 


When One Class is. Over-Popular 
Federate Them All 


T WAS the usual story: One class, under the 
leadership of a live, energetic young man, be- 
coming so popular that it grew out of proportion, 

attracted boys of varying ages, and made other classés 
dissatisfied. 

But it had an wv-usual teacher. He promptly said, 
**T don’t want my class to overshadow others in num- 
bers, and I certainly will not have it grow at their 
expense. Suppose we get together-—_we teachers of 
these Intermediate boys—and see if we cannot regu- 
late this matter by co-operation."’ 

The result is the ‘‘ Boys’ Brotherhood of the I'irst 
Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, Alabama,'’ a 
federation of the four boys’ classes of that department 
ef the school. 

The plan was first suggested on the first of January. 
They were: formally organized January 8 ; and so in- 
Stantaneous was the success that within two weeks 
departments in other churches were planning to do 
likewise, while seventeen teachers of boys (all men) 
met informally one night at the Young. Men's Chris- 
tian Association to discuss the idea or get more in- 
formation concerning it. Birmingham is going to 
test thoroughly the movement,— indeed, is already 
‘trying it out’’ with surprisingly fine results. 

The constitution adopted by the First Presbyterian 
Brotherhood is, in part, as follows : 


ARTICLE I, 

This organization shall be called The Boys’ Brotherhood 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Birmingham. 

~ ARTICLE IT. 

Our motto shall be: ‘* We know no limit.’’ 

ARTICLE III, 

Our text: ‘‘ Be kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love ; in honor preferring one another ’’: (Rom. 
12: 10). 

ARTICLE IV, 

Our class colors shall be blue and white—for loyalty and 
purity. : ; , 
ARTICLE V. 

The aim of our organization is to promote Christian 
brotherhood among boys. 

(Articles VI to X dealt with the customary regulation re- 
garding officers and their duties. ) 

ARTICLE XI, 

Oath of allegiance: ‘‘I solemnly promise to be a true 
member of the Boys’ Brotherhood of this church, to up- 
hold its honor, to be faithful in attendance at Sunday- 
school and in duties assigned me, and otherwise to show 
an interest in the organization and its welfare and the wel- 
fare of the church.”’ At 


The originator of the movement, Mr. Burr Black- 
burn, a reporter on a city daily, and the teacher of 
the class calling themselves the Presbyterian ‘‘ Bud- 
dies,’’ has tersely stated his ideas as follows : 

** It is wot a substitute for the organized class, but a 
developer of it, enlarging its scope, and producing a 
departmental spirit of comradeship. 

‘*There should be four well-organized, hustling 
classes, taught by men who do not feel their whole 
duty done when they have taught the lesson. 

‘‘There must be a short executive session each Sun- 
day, in the inierim between Sunday-school and 
church, in which reports of class standings are made, 
new members welcomed and assigned, and committee 
reports are received.’’ 

A membership contest was at once begun, and the 
committees on athletics and social times were working 
enthusiastically. Plans were made for a camp to be 
held during the summer, covering as long a time as pos- 
sible, and frequent outings together were planned for. 

The four teachers of the boys form the Advisory 
Board, which must be consulted in all the activities 
of the Brotherhood, and act as coaches to the officers, 
as weli as serve on the field of athletics occasionally. 
Such at least has been their part so far. 

At this writing, the interest centers in the member- 
ship contest, each division getting credit for each new 
recruit brought in, although the new boy is placed in 
whatever class his age demands. 

Great things are planned, but Birmingham is going 
to kcep them quiet until they may be written boldly 
uuder the title, ‘‘A Success.""—Lee McCrae, Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 
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FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW 


Perrartens If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.—1 John 1 : 9 





The Review Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers reterred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times] 





The Lesson Pilot is to be greatly enlarged and 
enriched. The new plans, commencing next 
week, ave described on page 664 in this issue. 











Getting Started in Class 


EVERAL years ago a plainly dressed, unknown man 
called at the Hahnemann Hospital in New York, and 
asked a good many questions about its work and 

methods and management, He was treated most courte- 
ously ; and then the incident was apperenuy forgotten. But 
recently, according to Leslie’s Weekly, the officers of both 
Hahnemann and Presbyterian Hospitals, in New York, were 
surprised to learn that the late Mitchell Valentine had 
bequeathed to each hospital considerably over a million 
dollars. Nobody connected with the hospitals could re- 
member ever having seen or heard of Mr. Valentine. 
Finally the superintendent of Hahnemann recognized a 
photograph of the benefactor as that of the unknown man 
who had called. several years before and made inquiries. 


How little those hospital people knew what was in 
the mind of that stranger the day he called upon 
them and plied them with questions! How little 
they knew yaanebg | the years that followed, when 
they rae ig in orgotten all about the incident, 
how steadily Ae may have been holding to his 
pose to make them that great gift. How unconscious 
they were that there was in existence an actual will 
and testament, naming them, and declaring as their 
possession the unknown blessing that it had pleased 
this lover of his fellows to confer upon them. 

But that is just the way God works and plans and 
blesses, in our life. Unknown to us, he enters our 
life in athousand different ways, unsought, wong tole 
investigating, sometimes in ways that seem harsh, 
but always in order that he may make over to us, 


pur- 


both now and hereafter, a Gift which is the atest 
in his power to bestow. It is revealed and declared 
in his Testament or. Will, both Old and New. Itisa 


Gift that he wants to make to the whole world. 

Let us see how God worked during the closing 
Old Testament centuries to prepare his people for 
his Gift to them and through them to the world. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


We may look at this rich historical material in four 
divisions, shown in the following sub-heads, each of 
which shows God's presence and planning. 

CHARACTER - BuILDING IN Captivity. — Character- 
building is not an easy, nor always a pleasant, pro- 
cess. It takes — work. There was plenty 
of this during the captivity. Its chief incidents: 


Diet testing of Daniel and Sacrifice, hardship, and trust, 
friends, of the Return. 

The fiery furnace test. Esther’s and Mordecai’s ex- 

Lions’ den and prayer test. periences, 


Daniel’s duty to declare Bel- Ezra’s study, trust, and cour- 
shazzar’s destruction, age. 
Ezekiel’s stewardship. Nehemiah’s call and sacrifice. 


The sort of young men in whom we see our first 
character- building are. described by Professor 
Beecher, on Lesson 11, Further character-building 
is brought out in his paragraphs on Lessons 12, 13, 
6, 8. he widely varied kinds of men needed in 
God's service, then as now, are described in Mr. 
Pierson’s 1st paragraph. Character-building expe- 
riences during the exile are discussed in President 
Sanders’ 4th and 14th paragraphs. 

CHARACTER-BUILDING AFTER THE RETURN,—It never 
stops, in this life,—our need of continued growth 
into increased usableness by God. There was plenty 
of need for continued discipline after the Hebrews 
had been formally released from captivity. 


Laying the temple foundations: worship and sacrifice. 

Difficulties, hardships, attacks, and successful trust and 
persistence, in the wall-building under Nehemiah. 

Ezra’s great Bible-study campaign, with the accompany- 
ing obedience to the Bible. 


The nagging difficulties that make for character- 
building, then and now, are shown in Mr, Ross’ 3d 
paragraph. Professor Beecher takes up some in- 
stances in his paragraphs on Lessons 9, 12. The 
character-building of confession and forgiveness, the 
only sure and lasting sort, is well illustrated in the 
Illustration Round-Table. The Review Golden Text 
is well analyzed in Miss Lovett's last two paragraphs. 

Gop's ConTROL AND Direction.—All through these 
centuries, as to-day, things pognenes because God 
was the directing Power and Person. Sometimes 


the record states this ; sometimes it is not necessary 
to state it. God's hand is thus plainly seen in: 


Permitting Jehoiakim of Ju- Ezra’s return; and safeguard- 
dah to be captured (Dan. ing the people and trea- 


1: 2). sure, 


Visions and messages to Eze- Answering Nehemiah’s ° 


kiel, 

Stirring up Cyrus to liberate 
the Jews. 

Psalm 85 declares it. 

Esther throughout. 

Belshazzar’s warning, and the 
outcome, 


prayer and directing Arta- 
xerxes’ grant. 
Completing the wall-build- 


ing. 

Moving to ask Ezra for 
Bible instruction, - 

The message to Malachi, 


Professor Beecher shows God's hand at work in the 
paragraphs on Lessons 6, 7, 10-13. (That God minis- 
ters through those who know‘him not is made clear 
in Mr. Ross’ 4th and next-to-last pamtepay Se: the 
varied types of sons through whom worked 
are discussed in the paragraphs following, 5-7. That 
God's hand was everywhere without being men- 
tioned once, in Esther, is shown in Mr. Ri igway's 
6th paragraph; controlling in an unexpected man, 
and eere lovingly seeking us, in the 9th and the last 
paragraphs. How God’s hand in Christ controls is 
illustrated in the last Round-Table paragraph. 

That God’s hand in the Exile was a turning-point 
in Bible history is shown by Dr. Sanders, 2 and 3. 

EVANGELIZING THE WoRLpD.—In all this, God had 
one purpose: to spread the knowledge of himself 
throughout the whole world, that all might know of 
his love and power and come to him and /ive. We 
find that this propagation of the knowledge of God 
was going on through such persons and events as: 


Through Daniel and friends. Ezra’s witness in declining 

By fiery furnace miracle. escort. 

Prayer testimony and lions’ Nehemiah’s witness in sacri- 
den, fice and service, 

Testimony before Belshaz- Wall-building achievement. 
zar. Separateness of the Judean 

Vision of river of life. Jews. 

Cyrus’ recognition of God. Fuller knowledge of the Law, 

Object lesson of the Return, ‘which would now make 

Esther’s witnessing. God better known. 


The spreading of God’s message is touched upon 
by Dr. Beecher, 11, 12, and 13 (Third Quarter); three 
strategic things that God did to propagate the message 


are given in Dr. Beecher’s paragraph on Lesson 1 of 
the Fourth Quarter. How God's message spreads is 
shown in Mr. Ridgway’s 3d paragraph; it is also 


taken upin Dr. Sanders’ 2d-4th, and 13th paragraphs; 
how Judaism came to know no bounds is shown in 
his next-to-last paragraph. 

That God’s hand continued ceaselessly at work, 
though unnoticed, during the next four centuries is 
clearly shown in a remarkable article contributed by 
Professor Breed to last week’s issue of The Sunda 
School Times,—‘' From Malachi to Matthew.” It all 
led up to the coming of Christ himself into this world 
—and that world-changing Life we are to study dur- 
ing 1912. 

et us pray, by ourselves and with our classes, for 
faithfulness to our wonderful opportunity which thus 
lies just ahead. Weshall find guidance and inspira- 
tion in the forecast and the challenge given in the 
special articles by President Sanders and Professor 
Strong on pages 656, 657 in this issue. May the New 
Year mean not merely the study of Christ’s Life, but 
the entering into his Life, the receiving of the Life 
that is Christ, to yet unknown fulness, by teacher 
and class. 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


UR survey begins with panntaee from the two 
cremt prophets of the exile—Daniel and Eze- 
iel. 


Lesson 11.—Daniel and his Companions: A few 
6 before his principal deportations from Judah 

ebuchadnezzar took to Babylon some Jewish treas- 
ures and persons—among others four boys, well-born, 
handsome, talented ; of the type most likely to be 
assailed by temptation, but with a religious faith 
which enabled them to overcome temptations, 

Lesson 12.—Danzel’s Companions in the Fiery 
Furnace: Three of them were sentenced to die by 
fire because they would not violate their religious 
principles, and were rescued by miracle. Greater 
than the miracle was the fact that these men, men 
of known good sense, ‘yielded their bodies,” first 
in faithful and competent service, and then in being 
willing to die rather than do wrong. 

Lesson 13.—Daniel in the Lions’ Den: Many 
years later Daniel, now a distinguished old man, was 


cast to the lions because he would not cease praying, 
thus becoming an object lesson to the Medo-Persian 
empire,as his companions had been to the Babylonian. 

Lesson 1.—T7he Prophet Ezekiel a Watchman: 
ehovah had plans for blessing mankind through 
srael, Pursuing these he placed Daniel and (his 
three friends in their brilliant position at court ; and 
kept their contemporary, Jeremiah, prophonzin in 
Judah ; and set their other contemporary, zekiel, 
at work among the despised Jewish exiles in Babylo- 
nia, From the outset Ezekiel emphasized Cartain 
eternal truths. God accepts the repentant ; disap- 
roves the inconstant; holds us accountable each for 

is own conduct, and also, to the extent of our op- 
portunities, for leading others to better conduct. 

Lesson 2.—T7he Life-Giving Stream: Twenty 

ears later Ezekiel likens the religion of Jehovah, in 
its effect upon the world, to a stream trickling from 
beneath the temple at Jerusalem, increasing to a 
river, flowing down into the Dead Sea, changing its 
deadly water to water full of life, and the arid, rocky 
bauks and orchards. 

Lesson 3.—7he Return from the Captivity: Early 
in the first year of Cyrus of Persia as king of kings 
(though several months after his actual accession) he 
issued a proclamation permitting all Jews, if they 
chose, to return to Jerusalem. Many availed them- 
selves of this permission. 

Lesson 4.— Zhe Foundation of the Second Temple 
Laid: In September of that year they set up the 
altar, kept the feast of tabernacles, and began the 
daily worship and that of the sacred year, following 
the usages which had been established by Moses. 
The following April they laid the foundations of the 
new temple. : 

Lesson 5.—A Psalm of Deliverance: A religious 
reat Bet d suitable for the situation at this point in 
the history, and also for many other situations. 

Lesson 6.—Esther Pleading for her People: The 
building of ‘the temple was hindered, and occupied 
twenty-two years. fore than forty years after its 
completion an attempt was made to destroy the Jews 
throughout the Persian empire. One not altogether 
exemplary Jewish young woman, after she had been 
made to realize her opportunity and her responsibil- 
ity, stood up to avert the threatened destruction. 
God was with her, and she succeeded. ; 

Lesson 7.—Belshazzar's Feast and Fate: This 
peeee is treated apart from its historical setting. 

he son and associate of Nabonidus, the last king of 
Babylon is frightened, in a scene of dissipation, by a 
hand that writes on the wall. Daniel explains the 
writing, and Belshazzar is slain the same night. 

Lesson 8.—Ezra’s Journey to Jerusalem: Some 
of the Jews who came to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel 
were persons of high character and of wealth and 
standing. Others were not. For eighty years the 
colony and the temple maintained a struggling exist- 
ence. Then Ezra with a large body of associates, 
representing the wealth and the culture and the best 
manhood of the Babylonian Jews, cate, with a com- 
mission from the Persian emperor, to put matters on 
a better footing. ? 

Lesson qu Nehenetals Prayer: Ezra found the 
Jews of Judah in danger of losing their distinctive 
character through marriages with foreigners. He 
adopted drastic measures tostop this. Twelve years 
later the situation was pitiful. Jerusalem's walls were 
broken. The relatives of foreign wives were in power, 
and were insolent. Nehemiah, the boy leader, ob- 
tained leave to go to the rescue, giving up for this 
the luxury and power which he enjoyed at Shushan 
the capital. 

Lesson 10.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wail of Je- 
rusalem: With consummate skill in leadership he 
rallies the discouraged Jews, and they work with him 
on the wall, defying opposition of all kinds. 

Lesson 11.—Nehemiah and His Enemies : Partly 
through his shrewdness, but more through his devo- 
tion to his work, he escapes being turned aside by 
tricks or by force. 

Lesson 12.—Ezra Teaches the Law: To the en- 
thusiasm attending the completion of the wall Ezra 
and Nehemiah added that generated in great public 
assemblies. They stimulated the people to study 
Jehovah's law, hen the people eagerly adopted 
the proposed reforms, 

Lesson 13.— Malachi Rebuking and Encouraging 
be : After twelve years in Judah Nehemiah went 

ack to Artaxerxes. In his absence the old abuses 
began to sen gen Nehemiah returned to. Jerusa- 
lem, and found the temple worship neglected, Jeho- 
vah’s laws disregarded, mixed marriages again in 
vogue. He set about remedying these evils. The 
prophecies of Malachi were uttered in support of his 
work. Jesus and the Gospels quote this Saenapetony, 
and use it in speaking of John the Baptist. 

Ausurn, N, Y, 





LESSON FOR DEC 31 (Review) 
Ministering to Heirs of Salvation 


By the Rev. G. A. johnston Ross 


HE stories of the Exodus from Egypt and of the 
Exodus from Babylon are the two greatest Old 
Testament parables of the redeemed life. 

Israel was twice called to the service of God ; twice 
rescued by a special divine in tion that she 
might be free to answer God's call. It is with the 
second of these rescues that our lessons for the last 
quarter, indeed for the last half-year, have been con- 
cerned ; and upon a review of them we cannot but 
feel that the outstanding truth they teach is that of 
the forgiving and redeeming patience of God. The 
story of Israel is written *‘for our learning,” that we 
may know the God with whom we have to deal. 
And the story of Israel is intelligible only by the 
light of the truth that there #s forgiveness with God, 
and that his longsuffering is our salvation. 

That, then, is the first fact we have to lay hold of 
in our review : Israel was a twice-redeemed people. 
Now, in the New Testament, Christ is spoken of as 
our Redeemer: what does it mean? we know 
ourselves in any sense redeemed? Are we con- 
sciously under a deep, an infinite obligation to God 
for rescue ?. The best work for the world has been 
done by men who believed themselves God's re- 
deemed ones; we should try our hearts to know 
whether there is behind our lives this sense of infinite 
obligation. We are in very real peril if that sense is 
not there. wy 

Just as the story of the Exodus tells of the vicissi- 
tudes of Israel in the early days of their rescue from 
Egypt, so our lessons for the most part have been 
occupied with the experiences of Israel when rescued 
from Babylon. These experiences were not all 
pleasant: they included disillusionment and dis- 
appointment, heavy tasks, unexpected difficulties, 
and much backsliding. It does not profit us to seek 
to discover who was to blame for these untoward 
experiences of the rescued colony of Israelites ; it is 
enough that the roughness of their way brings them 
very near to us as fellow-sufferers. For the life of 
Christian folk to-day, for the most part, reproduces 
these experiences of Israel. We to-day set out with 
joy and high hope, often only to find disillusionment 
and the tedium of slow progress and often of positive 
back-going. Our very first attempts to build a 
character are harassed, as the Jews in Jerusalem 
were, by the irritation of enemies,—spiritual foes not 
open and honest, but mean, nagging, and under- 
hand. ..Their annoyance .is so persistent, we . are 
tempted to turn aside from our building work, or to 
give up in despair. And we would give up, were it 
not for the help God sends us by many and various 
ministries, 

One of the most interesting things about our 
quarter’s lessons is the way in which they illustrate 
the variety of God's ministries to the people whom 
he would redeem, Ezekiel; Cyrus, Esther, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Malachi,—all these were servants,of 
Israel, sent forth to minister to God’s wayward 
people. © ‘And ‘how ‘different they are from one 
another! Ezekiel is the prophet of individual re- 
sponsibility, and yet the skilful portrayer of an ideal 
corporate life. He represents that ministry of 
blended warning and high summoas which comes to 
us to-day often by august servants of God, who re- 
call us from foolishness. by the high gravity of their 
life and their achievement ; they are at once our 
rebuke and our model. Cyrus was.a heathen! Yet 
he was the occasion of the people’s deliverance. 
Our life too is ministered to by the ungodly ; we are 
debtors to many who know not God, Our way has 
been smoothed a hundred times by their services ; 
we cannot escape from our obligations to them. 
Ought we not, oftener than we do, to discern behind 
these ministries of those who know not God, the 
ministry of the God they do not know ? 

Esther—she also served her people, We know noth- 
ing about her religion, whether she cared for God. 
She loved her euod and that love was her voca- 
tion ; it drove her to sacrificial courage. She has 
her representatives around us to-day. In the world 
around us, among those who utter no sound about 
their religion, there is a lovingkindness which is 
more than genial good-will ; it is sacrificial unsel- 
fishness. And wherever that is, there is God. He 
is under such.acts, as under the veil of a holy sacra- 
ment. And that ministry has been about us too. 

Then come #zra and Nehemiah: the man of the 
book, and the man of the city,—the devout scribe 
and the devout magistrate. Are these not types of 
those who to-day are sent to minister to the heirs of 
salvation? If we wish to walk in the way of the re- 
deemed life we have near to us the ministry of the 
Holy Book,—men who read the law to us ‘‘ distinctly, 
giving the sense and causing us to understand the 
reading,”—interpreters of God’s mind. For these 
servants of God, our ministers and teachers, we 
should give God thanks. ‘‘ Remember,” says the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, ‘‘ those who 
were your guides, who brought you God’s message.” 
Ezra is the great prototype of the ministry of the 
open book; and, indeed, the modern sermon and 
Sunday-sehool class are in a real sense his creation ; 
for they came from that synagogue gathering which 
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it is ‘said he founded, and which had for its main 
rpose that of mutual instruction. 
But if Ezra is the t ‘of our ministerial and 


teaching aids; Netiemiah is the type of that ministry 
of ring men in public life, to which for its 
safety, for its protection, for its encouragement our 


modern Christian life owes so much. Sometimes we 
forget how deep is our debt as Christian people to 
ao servants, faithful in their place because they 
ear God ; to controllers and directors of enterprises 
for the public weal, to governors of our cities and 
states, to mana of railroads and steamships, to 
countless men in humbler lines of service, whose 
ministry, unthanked and un is about us 
daily. hen we meet corruption and unfaithfulness 
in — service, it is right that we should protest 
and rebuke ; but it is not right that we should forget 
the great reaches of fidelity and patient diligence on 
which the safety and well-being of our lives depend. 
For these public. servants are ‘‘ God’s ministers, at- 
tending continually upon this very thing” (Rom. 
13 : 6). 

So God waits upon his ple, sending them now 
this, now that, form of ministry, warning, saving, 
encouraging,—all that they may come nearer to the 
likeness of the Christ. It is Aés ministry that is 
behind all—a ministry consummated in the sending 
of his Son, whose coming is celebrated on Christmas 
Day. Let the year not close till we have bowed 
head and heart and will before this ministrant God, 
and accepted his redemption, and the life of debtor- 
ship, service, comfort, and high and holy hope which 
it opens out before us, 


MonrREAL, Can. 
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The Right Kind of Men 


A Missionary- Review of the Lessons 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


ODERN missionary work calls for men who, 
like the Apostle Paul, can be all things to all 
men. They must be, not only preachers, but 

teachers-and authors, nurses and physicians, law- 
yers and linguists, farmers and mechanics, archi- 
tects and: builders, financiers and statesmen. ‘The 
work of preaching the gospel on the frontiers and 
extending the kingdom of God calls for the strongest 
and best, the most fearless and faithful, the most re- 
sourceful and Christlike men the church can supply. 

An interesting and stimulating review may be con- 
ducted by askin 
ters studied and notice which of them would make 
good missionaries and which would not, giving the 
reasons.: For example, what noble missionaries 
these would make: Daniel, for his intelligence, in- 
fluence and courage; the three friends, for their 
faith and fidelity; Ezekiel, for his alertness as a 
watchman to warn and direct; Zerubbabel, for his 
responsiveness to the stirring of God’s Spirit; Esther, 
the great intercessor; Ezra, the great Bible teacher, 
consistent and determined; Nehemiah, the self- 
sacrificing statesman, who could not be sidetracked 
or deceived ; and Malachi, who with clear vision 
fearlessly denounced evil and confidently prophesied 
the coming establishment of the Kingdom of God. 

Other characters studied had failings that hindered 
their usefulness or caused their failure and down- 
fall. These were Nebuchadnezzar the proud; Bel- 
shazzar the self-indulgent ; the envious satraps; 
Haman the revengeful; Sanballat the false; and 
Jewish citizens who, by unfaithfulness and neglect, 
robbed God: 

God knows how to select men for his service, and 
there can be no greater compliment or privilege than 
to be called and set apart as an ambassador of Christ 
and a promoter of his Kingdom. There is no greater, 
more difficult, or more glorious work in the world 
than that of the true Christian missionary. ‘* You 
may say a? Ring ou like about me,” says Dr. Wil- 
fred Grenfell of Labrador, ‘* but do not say anything 
about my sacrifice. Teaching men and women in 
Labrador about Christ is'my job, and I like it. There 
is no sacrifice about it. To accept Christ’s salvation. 
and to work to carry out his program is a man’s job. 
It is the greatest work in the world.” 


Brook.yn, N. Y. 


Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.—1 John 1 : g. 

x, October 1.—The Prophet Ezekiel aWatchman..... . Ezek. 3 
2. October 8.—The Life-Giving Stream. ...... Ezek. 47: 1-12 
3- October 15.--The Return from the Captivity . Ezra x : 1-11 ; 2264-70 
4- October 22-The Foundation of the ond Temple 
ie ehh, eee oe 6 fan ° pase 0 Ezra 3:1 to4:5 
5. October 29.—A’' Psalm of Deliverance... ... . . . Psa. 85 
6. November 5.—Esther Pleading for her People . Esther 4: 1 to 5:3 
7. November 12.—World’s Temperance Sunday. Belshazzar’s 
_ 8 © eee opr . . Dan, 
8. November 19.~Ezra’s’ Journey to Jerusalem. . . Ezra 8:1 “se 
9. November 26.—Nehemiah’s Prayer... ........ Neh. x 
20. December 3.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall of Jerusalem . Neh. 4 
z1. December 10.—Nehemiah and His Enemies Neh. 6 


z2. December 17.—Ezra Teaches the Law. ......... Neh. 8 
13. December. 24.—Malachi Rebuking and Encouraging 
Judah, Mal. 3: 1 to 4; 3; or, Christmas Lesson, Matt. 2: 1-12 


14. December 31.—Review 


a class to make a list of the charac- 
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The Busy Men’s Review 


By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The pe Ezekiel a Watchman 
Ezek. 3). Wings and wheels. Saving the lost rich 
a good word and kindness. Telling your friends 


of their danger. Shooting men alive. This first 
lesson was so packed full of good things that you did 
not get through it in the little half-hour,—and may 
not get any farther to-day. 


Lesson 2.—The Life-Giving Stream (Ezek. 47 : 1-12). 
First we had Rocky Ford cantaloupes and the at 
mystery of rivers. Then we were boys again down 
along the Brandywine taking a swim. After that 
out under the trees where we saw some of the apples 
which grow by the River of Salvation. One of these 
‘*apples” saves a r fellow up the Lebanon way. 
We closed with the way merchant's ‘‘ As I live 
I grow.” 

Lesson 3.—The Return irom Cootivtty (Ezrat: 3-113. 
2:64-70). Behold the spectacle of a heathen building 
the only house of the Living God to be found on the 
earth, ‘‘ Tainted money.” The poets the pioneers. 
It was thus that good blood came into Jerusalem— 
and America, especially ‘‘out west.” Pioneers are 
spirited men. Captains courageous. 


Lesson 4.—The F. of the Second Temple 
Laid (Ezra 3: 8 to 4:5). Inthis lesson we got into 
allthe good things in town, from building ** temples” 
to saving boys. We heard the New Jerusalem sing. 
God, goodness, eternity were the three great ideas 
of the song. Song and work. Enter the anvil chorus 
in the midst of the joyful songs. And we said, ‘‘ Let 
‘em hammer !” 


Lesson 5.—Psalm of Deliverance (Psalm 85), 
“Thou hast” and therefore certainly thou wilt. Six 
of them open the music of the song, Righteousness 
and Peace the lovers who kiss each other in this 
Psalm, Listening to God. We also found where 
truth came from. And the boys and the ‘* Dagos” 
and the ‘‘ Hunkies ” coming along in our footsteps. 


Lesson 6.—Esther Pleading for Her People (Esther 
4:10to5:3). A great religious story which never 
mentions God. _ Religion flows between the lines in 
every chapter and trickles through every paragraph. 
Yet it is a story pulsating with lite and human inter- 
est. A story with gowns, dinner parties, social ambi- 
tions, and heart burnings... A story brim full of God. 


Lesson 7.—Belshazzar’s Feast and Fate (Dan. 5). 
This was the intemperance lesson, The handwriting 
on the wall. We were most impressed, this time, 
with Daniel’s review of the family history and the 
striking fact that a man has to climb his family tree 
in order to find what tendency is flowing in his blood. 
Up at Rock Run from the mill dam we have just 
pulled another Belshazzar finish. 


Lesson’ 8.—Ezra’s Journey to Jerusslem (Ezra 8 : 
15-36). He took the Pennsylvania Railroad, you ma 
remember—the right way! A notable journey throug 
a wild country with a great treasure and no escort. 
A complete trust in God. All details omitted. The 
arrival is the only thing that concerns you—and me. 
‘* He delivered,” is enough tosay. Dangers are un- 
important. . 

Lesson 9-—Nehemiah’s Prayer (Neh. 1). We 
meet one of the “‘ high-toned” young men of the an- 
cient Persian day. hat a splendid fellow we find 
him to be!’ Just as excellent as any fisherman or 
farmer mentioned in the book, We meet him first in 
this lesson at his ape ere talking to God... We shall 
find him all through taking things to heart and really 
caring—just like all noble men. 


Lesson 10.—N Rebuilds the Walls of Je- 
rusalem (Neh. 4). Watch, Pray, Work, Fight—the 
spanking four-horse team of achievement. God has 
coupled joy and work. We discovered that the hap- 
ong moment in a life was not any extraordinary day, 

ut just sucha homely event as the first pay day. 
Heaven is opened for us. But we must labor hard to 
unlock the earth and find its treasures. 

Lesson 11.—Nehemiah and His Enemies (Neh, 6). 
They thought to do him mischief. I thought right 
away of our girls. Nehemiah builds his walls and 
prays for strength. Note that. He knew how to 
Rt tongue against teeth and make the ‘‘n” sound. 

e first meet him at prayer and we leave him hand in 
hand with God, triumphant over sandbagger and the 
rest. 


Lesson 12.—Ezra Teaches the Law (Neh. 8). The 
unifying power of God's Word: Knowing how. If 
you can’t talk yourself you can back up the fellow 
who can. You can never read the sense if you don't 
know the sense, and you don’t know what real fun is 
until you are religious. These were the five things 
we got from this lesson. 


Lesson 13.—Malachi Rebuking and Encouraging 
Judah (Mal. 3: 1 to 4:3). What a splendid lesson to 
close our Old Testament studies, od forever after 
his children and calling them his jewels. Asking us 
to put his love to the test of our consecration and 
gathering us together in the fellowship that is like 
unto that which will be in heaven. Amen. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


: ABrepagBefoe thokneonnir Ov Father, 
e th thee that even when we are in bond- 
« to our sins thou art yet loving us with an 

everlasting, undiscouraged love. thou didst 
draw thy people out of their captivity, so we 
pray that we a be released by the grace 
thy Son Jesus Christ from any noutene to evil 
that may still hold us in restraint. e long to 
be..free,,O. God, not to follow the old will of 
the 1, but the new will of the Spirit of truth 
and light and victory through thy Son, We 
confess our sins this day, and we pray that thou 
wilt cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In 
Christ's name we pray. Amen. 


Questions for a Written Review 
(From the Platform or in the Classes.) 


1. What were the names of the men tested 
by the fiery furnace ? 

2. Tell in your own words, briefly, the 
story of Daniel in the lions’ den. 

3. What facts can you recall about the 
life-giving stream described by Ezekiel? 

‘4. From what country and by what king. 

were the captive Jews released ? : 

5. Tell in your own words, briefly, the 
story of Esther. 

6. What position in the court of what king 
did Nehemiah have ? : 

7. Who led in the work of rebuilding the 
walls of Jerusalem ? 

8. What did he refuse-to do when his ene- 
mies tried to hinder him ? 
~ *g. After the wall was finished, who read 
aloud to a greaf gathering of the people, and 
what did he read ? . 

10, What was the Golden Text of last 
Sunday’s lesson ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Just as I am, without one plea."’ 
‘Weary of earth, and laden with my sin." 
** Ly faith looks up to thee."’ 
‘Though your sins be as scarlet." 
*** From the cross uplifted high." 
‘** | was a wandering sheep." - . 
** Saviour, when in dust to ‘Thee:" 
‘*;1 heard the voice of Jesus say." 


(References in theses are to the metrical 
Psalm 


k ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 77 : 5-10 (157 : 1-3). 
Psalm ‘51 : 1-4 (106 : 1-4). 
Psalm 2 : 2-8 (66 : 1-3). 
Psalm 81 .: 6-12 (166 : 1-5). 
Psalm 150 : 1-4 (328 : 1-4). 


Lesson Home-Readings 


(Fatosted under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Editorial Association , and approved by the American 
Section of the International Lesson Committee.) 
M.—Dan. 1 : 8-20 

Companions. 


Daniel and his 


Dan. 2: 1-30, . Daniel's Companions in 
~ the Fiery Furnace, . 
Dan, 6.: 1-28. . Daniel in the Lions’ Den. 
T.—Ezek. 3 : 1-27. . . The Prophet Ezekiel a 
Watchman. 


Ezek. 47 : 1-12. . The Life-giving Stream. 
Ezra t : 1-11; 2:24-70. . The Return from 


Captivity. 
W.—Ezra3:1to4:5. .‘Fhe Foundation of 
the Second Temple Laid. 
Psa, 85 : 1-13. .A Psalm of Deliverance. 
T.—Esth. 4: 1 to5: 3. . . Esther Pleading 
for her People. 
Dan..§ :1-31. . . Belshazzar’s Feast and 
Fate, 
F.—Ezra 8 : 15-36. . . . Ezra’s Journey to 
Jerusalem. 
: « «. .Nechemiah's Prayer. 


: . « «Nehemiah Rebuilds the 
Wall of Jerusalem. 
S.—Neh. 8: 2-28. . . Ezra Teaches the Law. 
Mal. 3:1to4:3. . . Malachi Rebuking 
and Encouraging Judah. 


~ 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson iilus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 


ae the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal experience. The preference will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 


Following Instructions.—// we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and righteous to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 





of | bout my soul,’’ 
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unrighteousness (Golden Text). After the 
evening service at the mission, the preacher 
was hurrying away to a late train. He had 
just three minutes in which to catch it.’ For- 
tunately, the station was close at hand. © A 
gentleman came running after‘him, ‘* Oh, 
sir,’’ said he, breathlessly, as he came up, 
**can you speak to me? I am very anxious 
** Weil,’’ rep the mis- 
sioner, ‘‘ my train is just here, and it is the 
last cne; but look up Isaiah 53:6. Goin 
at the first ‘all,’ and go out at the last ‘all.’ 
Good night.’’ The gentleman stood staring 
after him until he d 
tion, and then he muttered, ‘‘Go in at. the 
first ‘all,’ and go out at the last ‘all,’ - What 
does it mean?’’ When he arrived at home 
he got down a Bible. He turned to thé text 
and read these words: ‘* All we like sheep 
have:gone astray; -we have turned every one 
to his own way ;.and the Lord hath laid-on 
him the iniquity of us all.”” ‘*Goin at the 
first ‘all,’’’ he repeated. ‘** All we like’ 
sheep have gone astray.’ I am to go in with 
that ‘all.’ Yes; I see. It just means I am 
one of those who have gone astray. And go 
out with the last ‘all.’ ‘The Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all,’ I see, Yes, 
I am to go out free with those whose iniquity 
has been laid on.Christ.’? That short, pithy 
comment brought, by the Holy Spirit, light 
and. peace to that man’s conscience apd. 
heart, and he rejoiced in Christ as his 
Saviour.— W. R. Clurk, Crosland Moor, 
Huddersfield, Eng. From The Christian 
Frerald. 


A Man Out of Place.—// we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness (Golden Text). ‘Fhe story is 
told of a duke in Italy who one day went on 
board a galley ship, and passing through the 
crew of slaves, asked several of. them what 
their offenses were. Every one of them laid 
the blame on some one else. One man said 
his brother’s’ crime brought him there ; an- 
other said the judge was bribed to condemn 
him, The duke came at !ast.to a sturdy 
fellow who said: ** My lord, I am justly put 
in here. I wanted money and I stole a purse. 
No one is to blame’ but myself,’’ » ‘he duke 
on hearing this seized him by the shoulder, 
saying: ‘* You rogue ! 
among so many honest, innocent men? Get 
you out of their company.’’ The fellow was 


then set at liberty, while the rest were left to 


tug at the oar.—/uniata Rohrback; ‘Wash- 
ington, D. C.. From The Classmate. 


Changing the Color.—// we confess our 
sins, he 1s faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness (Golden Text), During the 
late South African War I stood in one of our 
main thoroughfares watchifig a regiment. of 
red-coated soldiers marching to the quay to 
embark for the front. A friend came up to 
me and asked me what color I thought their 
tunics were, ‘* Why, red, to be sure,” I re- 
plied. ‘‘ Look through that,’’ he said, hand- 
ing me a bit of red glass. And to my amaze- 
ment, when I looked throngh it, I saw a 
white-coated regiment pass before me! You 
look incredulous. It may seem improbable ; 
but test it for yourself to-morrow. Get a 
piece of red cloth and view it throngh a red 
glass, and you will find the cloth becomes 
white. So with our sins. Though they are 
as scarlet, the red blood of Christ will. make 
them white as snow.—W. 2. Clark, Cros- 
land Moor, Huddersfield, Eng, From Good 
Words. 


What God's F. Does.— /f we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins (Golden Text). ‘* The 
oyster mends its shell with a pearl.’? Where 
the ugly wound was, there comes a gem, 
hiding the scar, and making it a spot of lus- 
trous beauty. So true repentance of sins 
changes the ugly weakness of our lives into 
the beauty of strength.—J/rs. Af, Waits, 
Herne Hill, London, Eng. FromThe Sun- 
day School Chronicle. 


Forgiveness ?—// we confess our sins, he 
ts faithful and righteous to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness (Golden Text). A little maid no taller 
than the table came to her mother with 
apron wet. ‘‘ Agnes! Agnes!’ exclaimed 
the vexed mother, ‘‘ you have been to the 
water-cooler again. I shall be obliged. to 
punish you this time.’’ ‘*No, Mudder,’’ 
said the trembling voice, ** you'll ’scuse me 
this time, ‘cause Lila was so thirsty she 
cried for a drink, and nobody was there to 
give it but me.”’  ‘* Well, daughter, as it 


ared into the sta- | H 


What are you-doing 4 | 


was for Lila’s sake, I will excuse you ‘this 
time. But you must not turn the spigot 
again, Will you remember ?’’ 

The little one promised, her face all sun- 
shine,: and the mother changed ‘the wet 
apron. But that was only a small part of the 
mischief, and in the worry and me of 
mopping up the water that had run all over 
the pantry floor, and collected dangerously 
near the flour barrel, the mother’s temper 
gave way. ‘1 declare, Agnes!’ she said, 
**you are too much bother for anything! 
Why ‘can’t you learn to let things alone ?’’ 
earing no sound, she looked up, to see 
i tment on the baby face. ‘‘ Why, 
Mudder,’’ said the little one, ‘¢I thought 
you said-you would ’scuse me. I don’t call 
this.’seusin’?’ me!’’—Dora Davis, Lovetsh, 
Bulgaria.’ From The Central Christian 
Advocate. 


'_ The Power that is Needed.—// we con- 
Sess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
Sorgive us. our sins, and to cleanse us from 
al/ unrighteousness (Golden Text). A de- 
spondent, young man flung himself on a 
lawn near-a fountain, wearied with repeated 
failure in his life. 
into the air, flashed in the sunlight, and fell 
again into the basin, he said to himself, 
** That is like my life. I make good resolu- 
tions, rise for a while from sin, and then fall 
“back.’’ Then he looked at a soft, fleecy, 
puré white cloud, and thought, ** That was 
once, perhaps, dirty water, but was drawn 
up by the sun. Oh, for a power to draw me 
up!’? ‘Jesus isthat power. He is faithful 
and righteous. ‘He can forgive and cleanse. 
He can draw men and women out of their 
oft-repeated sin and failure into the sunlight 
of .his..purity.—7he Rev. W. 7. Dorward, 
Milwaukee, Wis. From Sunday at Home. 
The prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration, 





| Department Helps 


For the Primary. Teacher 
By Mes. Mary Foster Bryner 








a life.for good than to review or teach 

facts. 

unity of the last day of the year to im- 
press the children with an appreciation of 
God’s goodness to us, which may be summed 
up in the memory verse, ‘‘ The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad.’”?> We may also try to influence each 
child to want to. keep the new year clean. 
Hi. a. brief review seems wise, the lesson 
period may be divided, as last week, into 
two parts, with a rest exercise between. 

Part I: Review.—As the year’s lessons 
have been chosen from. the .Old ‘Testament, 
the pictures, suggesting a.dozen of the most 
prominent.characters, may be arranged in 
sight of all: Elijah and Elisha, God’s brave 
messengers; Joash and Josiah, the boy kings; 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, the warning prophets ; 
Daniel and His Three Friends, so brave to 

right; Ezekiel, the Watchman, and 
Esther, the beautiful queen ; Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah, the.Jeaders and teachers; Malachi, 
the Jast messenger, until Christ, in whose 
honor we kept. Christmas.. : 

‘These. names might be distributed to indi- 
viduals or classes, to pick out the corre- 
sponding, picture, and to be ready to tell one 
thing which each did to help others, a song 
or two should be suggested and sung. The 
department superintendent or teacher could 
sum up briefly why God’s people had to 
leave.their land, yet God loved them and 
was ready to guide them back when. they 
were ready te do right: ‘* If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness,’’ Show this text on the picture-roll, 
but keep the picture covered to use in 
Part II. 

Some teachers may prefer to recall, in a 
similar way, fewer characters about whom 
we ‘have talked since the last review, be- 
ginning with Daniel, September ro. 

Rest Exercise.—The children might march 
to represent the children of Israel returning 
to their land, while somebody plays or sings 
the refrain, ‘‘ We’re marching to Zion, beau- 
tiful, beautiful Zion.’ Before they sit down, 
all-might repeat, ‘* The hand of our God is 
upon all them for. good that seek him.’’ 





As its jet of spray leapt. 


Itis important to improve.the 
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picture om the roll, showing people going to 
church.) Perhaps this picture is on our 
\cards to-day, because.the day of the old 


year is Sunday, when those who love to 
worship God will want: to go to church and 
Sunday-school. Sing the ‘‘Church Bell ”’ 


song. 

Iam glad we can spend of the last 
day cf the old year in ’s house. We 
have been learning about the good things 
which God did for his people who lived long 
ago. Suppose we count some of our bless- 
ings and name them one by one. Have you 
all had something to eat and drink every day 
of the year? How many have kept well? 
— the children to suggest homes, parents, 
brothers and sisters, friends, pens 4 teach- 
ers, church, Su hoel, ete.,—both com- 
mon and special blessings,—ending with our 
merry Christmas, © 

Surely ‘‘the Lord hath done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad.’’ Sing: 


** God is to us, dear children, 
God is good, thro’ all the year ; 
Gives us all our food and clothing, 
Homes and fires and loved ones dear. 
He sent all the happy summer, 
Showers and sunshine, warm and bright, | 
Trees and birds and grass and flowers, 
Strength and gladness, day and night.”’ 
(Carols: Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago; 25 cts.) 


God and our friends have done much to 
make us during the old year, (Write 
on the board, ** A Heppy New Year’’). How 
many remembered to bring something (a 
present or money) to help to make some one 
else glad or on New Year’s Day? 
(Explain what these offerings are for.) 

To-morrow morning I hope that our first 
words to everybody we meet may be, ‘* Happy 
New Year.’’ Suppose we sing them to each 
other now. 


‘* Happy New Year to all, 
Happy New Year to all, 
Happy New Year! Happy New Year! 
Happy New Year to all.” 


Al} new things should be fresh and clean. 
Surely we want our lives to be’ clean and 
pure every day during the new year. Let us 


ray together softly, ‘‘ Create in me a ¢/ean 
eart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me.’’? ‘We know that “‘ Even a child maketh 


.| himself known, by’ his’ bmg SRA ryd tiis 
j work be pure and whether it be right.’’ 
A] OTE. —It is. better to touch or influence |' 


Home Work.—Remember to say or sing 
Happy New Year to all friends, and to try 
to-.make somebody. happy each day. We may 
write Happy New Year to send to absent 
friends, 


Cuicace, IL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Lovett 


NCE I saw a crew of government life- 
savers practise. I saw them shoot a 
line over a-high pole, corresponding 

to a mast, and rig UP a breeches. buoy. I 
saw them take ir life-boat through the 
surf, upset it purposely and climb in again. 
Regular practise was required, even as it is 
of firemen and police officers. Why are these 
men there? 

‘Israel had been in great danger since her 
return from exile, and a crew of life-savers 
was sent to her rescue, to prevent the chosen 
nation from sinking to heathen levels. Each 
one of this‘crew-had his special work to do. 
Can you name any of them? 

Ezekiel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi 
were named. Who had ‘sent them? From 
whom did they receive their orders? Why 
was the nation to be saved? 

We then discussed these men in turn: 

t) Ezekiel, the watchman: his call, eating 
the roll, his vision, his mission, his respunsi- 
bility as watchman. 

(2) Ezra, the seribe : his journey, his pur- 
pose, his teaching of the law, and its power 
then and now. 

(3) Nehemiah, the builder: his position, 
character, work, enemies, and example. We 
noted Nehemiah’s splendid answers to his 
enemies, and found the secret of his strength. 

(4) Malachi, the messenger : his assurance 
of Jehovah’s love, his declaration of their 
**everyday’’ sins, their effect on the nation, 
and Malachi’s assurance of/being received 
and forgiven if they returned to Jehovah. 

If a vessel at sea is in danger, what is. the 
captain’s first thought? We noted a cail for 
help, and mentioned various ways by which 
vessels call for assistance. If they are near 
shore a crew of trained men comes to the 


Part Il: The New Year.—-(Uncover the | rescue, and I told of the medicines and food 























LESSON FOR DEC. 3! (Review) 


kept to restore weak or injured ones. These 
three were written on our tablets : (1) 
A call help; (2) the rescue; (3) the 
healing. 


When a girl finds herself in danger from 
some sin, there is always a dear’ ‘‘ Life 
Saver”? at hand to help. What must 
she do first, as the ship’s captain did? The 
call for help is a confession of our sin and a 
confession of Christ as the only way of salva- 
tion, Find John 1:9 and tell the second 
step. Then follows the rescue, which we 
call forgiveness, and this in turn brings 
cleansing and healing and making us new 
creatures. We memorized the verse and 
wrote on our tablets : (1) Confession, (2) For- 
giveness, (3) Cleansing. Even as Israel 
turned from Jehovah, so do we. Even as 
she was: punished, so are we. But even as 
she confessed, and was forgiven and restored, 
so will we be. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Luke 1: 1-23.. How did Zacharias 
show his Jack of faith? What was his pun- 
ishment ? 

Read Luke 1: 1-23. Tell about John’s 
parents. 

Read Luke 17:5. What effect on our- 
selves ‘would this prayer have? 

Read Hebrews 11: 1-6. Mention some 
men who were full of faith, Note their re- 
ward, 

Read Hebrews 11: 1-6, Give a definition 
of faith, Memorize verse 6. 

Read Isaiah 40: 3-5. Read the prophecy 
concerning John. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Your Class of Boys 


And One New Pian Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


OR an eye-gate review, presenting a pic- 
ture of the whole course of Hebrew 
.. history studied this year, you may con- 
struct the following bit of apparatus. Take 
a-long strip of paper (perhaps a yard long) 
and wind it around a round stick. Make a 
«standard with two uprights, and fasten the 
-eugd.stick in the uprights so that it will 
turn easily. ~Run a string, over a nail or 
other projection in your recitation room and 
‘fasten.it to one end of the strip of paper, so 
“that you can unrol]l the strip gradually by 
pulling down on the string. ‘If you have no 
recitation room you may fasten, the standard 
on which the strip is wound to a six-foot 
slender upright, and place at the top of it 
the projection for the string. 

This being prepared, print in plain letters 
on the strip of paper an‘abstract of the lead- 
ing events of the history from Kehoboam, 
each event being stated in one line, and be- 
low it, at such a distance as to remain hidden 
when the first line is unrolled, the name of 
the person connected with the event.“ Thus, 
“your first line will be, ‘‘ The Kingdom divided 
under,’’ and the class, as the line is pulled 
up, will be expecied to say ‘‘ Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam.’’ ‘That line will then be pulled 
up, in verification. .Place on the left-hand 
side of the strip the events relating to Judah, 
and on the right-hand side the events con- 
cerning Israel, Thus, on the left-hand side, 
the next line will be, ‘* Religious revival 
under,’’ the following line being ‘‘ Asa.’’ 
A little lower, on the right-hand side, will 
appear, as you unroll the strip, ‘‘Samaria 
built by,’’ and below, ‘‘ Omri.’”? Thus you 
will proceed all through the year. In pre- 
paring this summary you will. be helped by 
‘the chronological tables at the back of the 
Teachers’ Bibles. Introduce the prophets as 
you go along, and the principal. foreign 
rulers. After you have gone over the strip 
once with the class, roll it up again and go 
over it once more, this time far more rapidly. 

This Week's Novelty.—Tell the boys 
that they are to have a red, white, and blue 
review. Place before them a large number 
of squares of red, white, and blue paper, the 
colors all mixed together. Questions are 
written on these, but they are laid on the 
table, or on a lap-board if you have no table, 
the question side downward. 

‘The questions are to cover all the lessons 
of the year. Questions on the red cards ‘re- 
fer to the gersons of the year’s lessons, those 
on the white cards to the glaces, and those 
on the blue cards to the prenciples or teach- 
ings brought out in the lessons. 

Specimen questions referring to persons : 
What king of Judah restored the temple? 
What king of Israel was famous for his fast 
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driving? What prophet healed a | ? 
Who ‘arsed Jesebel? Who wrote THe 
was. woun our transgressio 
What king slashed the Bible with a pen- 
knife? was hidden from _his 
enemies in a bedchamber? Who said, ‘I 
am doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down”? Who led the first return 
from exile? Who was the greatest of the 
Hebrew prophets? Who set up idols in 
Bethel and Dan? ‘What king sinned greatly 
and then repented? What prophet preached 
in Nineveh? What queen refused the 
shameful command of a king? Who said, 
**T am not better than my fathers’’? 

Specimen questions referring to flaces: 
Where did God disclose himself in a quiet 
voice? Where did Micah live? What was 
the first capital of Israel? Where did Esther 
live? Where were the Jews kept in exile? 
In what city was Daniel’s den of lions? 
What city was Naaman’s home? Where 
were the words uttered, **‘ Hast thou found 
me, O mine enemy’’? Where did Isaiah 
live? Around what town did Elisha see the 
hosts of God encamped? Where did Elijah 
conquer the priests of Baal? Where did 
Elijah ascend to héaven? In what city was 
Nehemiah a cupbearer? 

Specimen questions referring to principles 
or teachings: Name an event showing the 
power of une righteous man against many 
evil ones, Name an event that shows the 
wisdom of trusting in God, Name an event 
that hasa lesson for times of discouragement. 
What event shows the folly of drunkenness? 
What event teaches the danger of covetous- 
ness? What event would teach us to dis- 
regard the bluster of evil men? What event 
shows us the folly of disobeying God? What 
saying is a prophecy of universal peace? 
What saying is a prophecy of salvation through 
Christ? It will be noticed that many of these 
questions may receive more than one answer, 
all being correct, 

First the boys will draw red cards, each 
drawing in turn, reading his question aloud, 
and: answering it if‘ he’ can.. If. he cannot, 
the first boy that answers it correctly is to 
retain the slip of paper. After all have drawn 
red cards, each will take turn in drawing a 
white card, and then a blue card; and so you 
will proceed until all the cards have been 
drawn. ‘There will bea chance for three 
victors, the one that has the most red cards, 
the one with the most white cards, and the 
one with the largest number of blue cards. 

Home Work on. Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Luke 1 1-4. and compare it with 
Acts 1:1, 2. Learnall youcan about Luke 
from Py Pile dictionary or encyclopedia. 
Read Luke 1: 5-23. Make a list of adjec- 
tives describing Zacharias and Elisabeth. 

Boston. 


ms’? ? 


% 
A Review-Question Contest 


A Simple Plan That You Can Work 


S YOUR class interested in the quarterly 
review lesson? Or do they think the 
review lesson. is dry and uninteresting ? 

Miss Bertha Hanford, a teacher in Detroit, 
Michigan, had always found it hard to hold 
the interest of her. pupils on Review Sun- 
days until she originated and used in her 
class a plan that is. so simple and workable 
that it is worth trying in many other classes, 
She writes about it as follows : 

** Write about five questions on each lesson, 
putting all the questions for each lesson on 
one slip, and. pass the slips to the pupils. 
The pupil holding the slip with the questions 
on Lesson 1 asks the questions of the class, 
and the teacher marks an ‘‘X”’ after the 
name of the one giving the correct answer, 
and a zero mark for all wrong answers. 
After all the lessons have been studied, the 
winner is found by counting the credit 
marks. No prize is offered, of course, but 
a spirit of friendly rivalry is created, which 
adds much to the interest. The zero marks 
prevent thoughtless answers.”’ 

Of course, the questions used would need 
to be varied to suit the particular class in 
which the plan is used. The following 
questions are suggested for the Review 
Lesson of December 31, which covers six- 
teen lessons. More questions are. given 
than could be used in most classes in the 
time allotted for the study of the lessons, 
but these will be suggestive : 

Lesson 11, Daniel and HisCompanions. 
—Where was Daniel living at the time of 
this lesson? From what country had he 


| work? In what ways did Nehemiah show 





pot want to eat the king’s dainties and drink 
the wine that was offered to him? What 
request did he make of the steward? Why 
did it require courage for Danie) to make 
this request ? 

Lesson 12. Daniel's Companions in the 
Fiery Furnace.— What command had Nebu- 
chadnezzar given concerning the image he 
had made? Why did Daniel’s friends dis- 
obey the king’s command? What did the 
king do as a result of their disobedience ? 
Tell about the deliverance of these three 
men, What did Nebuchadnezzar do as a 
result of this miracle ? 

Lesson 13. Daniel in the Lions’ Den. 
—Why did the officials of the king’s court 
dislike Daniel? What plot was devised 
against him? Why would it not have been 
just as well for Daniel to pray secretly in- 
stead of publicly at this time? Why was 
Daniel willing to run the risk of disobeying 
the king’s command? What do you think 
is the reason that God delivered Daniel from 
the lions? ‘ 

Lesson 1. Zhe Prophet Exchiel a Watch- 
man,—In what country was Ezekiel when 
God’s call came to him? To what people 
did God send him? What made Ezekiel’s 
work so difficult? Why did God hold 
Ezekiel responsible for the people of Israel ? 
In what way have Christians to-day a work 
to do that is similar to Ezekiel’s ? 

Lesson 2, Zhe Life-Giving Stream.— 
To whom and by whom was the vision of 
the stream of waters given? What did this 
vision mean to the Jewish people? How is 
Christianity like a river? How does this 
river picture the effect of Christ’s life in the 
lives of people to-day? Where can we see 
the influence of .the life-giving stream now ? 

Lesson 3. Zhe Return from the Cap- 
tivity.—How long had the Jews been cap- 
tives in Babylon? What king gave them 
permission to return to their own country? 
How did he help them? What lesson had 
the Jews learned during their: captivity in 
Babylon? What is God’s attitude toward 
penitent sinners ? , 

Lesson.4. Zhe Foundation of the Sec- 
ond’ Temple Laid.—Who superintended the 
rebuilding’. of the temple? Who opposed 
this work? Do you think the jews were 
wise or foolish to refuse the help that was 
offered? Why? How did their enemies 
hinder the work ? 

Lesson 5. A Psalm of Deliverance.— 
What is a "pyppeld What had caused the 
captivity of the Jews? What was the cause 
of the rejoicing of thee Jews in this Psalm? 
In what sense are some people captives to- 
day ?) How does Christ give us freedom from 
captivity ? 

Lesson 6. Zsther Pleading for Her 
People.—Who was Esther? Tell about. the 
plot that had been made against the Jews. 
What did Esther do to save her people? 
What was the result of Esther’s act ? 

Lesson 7. Selshazsar’s Feast and Fate. 
—Who was Belshazzar? What terrifying 
event took place at the feasthe made? What 
message was written on the wall? Who in- 
terpreted it, and what was its meaning? 
Where may we see God’s warning against 
intemperance to-day ? 

8. L£ara’s Journey to Jerusalem. 
—What journey were Ezra and the other 
Jews planning to make? What did they do 
before: they started ? Why did Ezra not wish 
to ask the king for soldiers to protect him? 
What were some of the dangers on the way? 
What was the secret of the safe journey of 
these Jews? 
n9Q. Nehemiah’s Prayer.-—What 
official position did Nehemiah hold in Baby- 
lon? What news did he hear concerning 
the Jews at Jerusalem? What did he do 
when he learned of their condition? In 
what ways was the prayer offered by Nehe- 
miah remarkable? In what way was Nehe- 
miah an unselfish man ? 
10. Nehemiah Rebuilds the 
Wall of Jerusalem.—What work were Ne- 
hemiah and. those with him trying to do? 
What opposition did they meet with? How 





did Nehemiah overcome the difficulties of the 


that he was a good business man? 
Lesson 11. Nehemiah and His Enemies. 

—In what ways did Nehemiah’s enemies try 
to stop the work of building the wall? How | 
did he meet these attempts to hinder the 
work? What kept Nehemiah from getting 
discouraged and giving up the work? What 
lessons are there for us in the story of Nehe- 

miah’s work ? 
i2. 





Esra Teaches the Law.— 


| sin, 
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What was the effect of the reading of God’s 
Word to the people? What feast did the 
Jews observe at this time? What is the use 
of our reading and studying the Bible now? 

Lesson 13. Malachi Rebubhing and En- 
couraging Judah. — Who was Malachi? 
What great event did Malachi foretell? 
What sins of the people did Malachi rebuke ? 
How had the people of Israel robbed God ? 
How may we rob God ? 


4 
The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


than-average teacher.—The Editor. 


How the Experiences of the Exile Molded 
Israel for Fruitful Service to the 
World: a Review. 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION, 


HE final review for the year aims to 
cover in particular the range of the 
lessons of the last quarter from the 

beginning of the Exile to the establishment 
of Judaism by Ezra and Nehemiah. It will 
also aim to take into account the six fruitful 
centuries of Israelitish history since the dis- 
ruption of Solomon’s empire. 

To take up the shorter period first: recall 
to the attention of the class the importance 
of the Exile asa athens ted in biblical 
history. It marked more’ than the close of 
a period of national history, more even than 
the loss of nationality; it was the beginning 
of a new type.of life, political.and-religious, 
the occasion of a broadening of outlook and 
of environment. It is not too much to say 
that the Exile created a new Israel. 

Then take up the question of the new 
home in which the majority.of the choicest of 
the Hebrew nation found: themselves. It 
was in Babylonia, to'be suré, tit likewise in 
the whole Oriental worldj for the captives 
were soon free to engage in active business 
all over the great empire to which they be- 
longed except near Judzeg:' Thus they began 
that contact with the world which they have 
ever sincé maintained. 

In order to appreciate the service the scat- 
tered Jews rendered in that widespread 
world and in the still larger Orient which 
they penetrated later on, recall their charac- 
teristics as brought out in the lessons of this 
quarter: their loyalty to Jehovah, their de- 
votedness to religious ideals, their clannish- 
ness. Wherever they went for business 
reasons, there they lived and worshiped in a 
compact ‘community, exhibiting an ideal of 
loyalty which was not merely fine, but very 
impressive. By means of such exhibits the 
scattered Jews helped to prepare the way for 
the general acceptance of the ideals of Chris- 
tianity. 

Then recall the great leaders through 
whom first the Jewish exiles in Babylonia 
and later the whole body of scattered Jews 
were organized, inspired and trained, such 
prophets as Ezekiel, Haggai, and Zechariah ; 
such patriotic men as Daniel, Zerubbabel, 
and Nehemiah ; such scribes as Ezra. 

Drive home the fact that they represent a 
much larger number of men who represented 
noble ideals, earnest purposes, and sincere 
loyalty. 

Recall the formative forces of the age,— 
the idea put into form by Ezekiel that hence- 
forth religion must be made more a matter 
of careful ordinante,.so that it would be 
more difficult for the unthinking person to 
This-was the germ of legalistic. Juda- 
ism and the immediate cause of the untiring 
activity of the scribes who sought out, ar- 
ranged, and interpreted the Law. 

Review the history immediately preceding 
the. building of the second temple; — the 
downfall of Babylon, the permission of Cyrus, 
the response of the exiles, their prompt erec- 
tion of the altar, the opposition manifested 
to the building of the temple, the long delay, 
the energetic appeals of Haggai and Zecha- 


and his companions come? Why did Daniel ' Tell about the religious revival in Jerusalem. ' riah to undertake the work, and the ultimate 


— 
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completion of the structure and the central- 
izing of Judaism at Jerusalem, 

Review, finally, work of Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah, following a period of depression, — 
their devotedness each in his own way, their 
>qoperative strength, the fine character of 

hemiah, his uniting of the people, the 
significance to the pone of the wall he led 
them to build, and the greater significance 
of their acceptance of the Law which Ezra 
proclaimed to them, 

Compare the new Israel with the old in 
numbers, political importance, leadership, 
and spiritual power. Only through the 
psalms in the latter half of the Psalter do we 
gain a real clue to the inner life of the era 
which Ezra and Nehemiah organized, Juda- 
ism was a sort of shell, but a sweet and 
wholesome kernel lay within it in security, 

Turning now to the whole year’s study, let 
us think of the wonderful changes brought 
about in the course of the six centuries follow- 
ing the tenth B,C, 

irst, try to recall the first two hundred 
years, which bring us down to the downfall 
of the northern Pin ty Remember the 
varying types represented by the two nations,- 
Israel and Judah, the one experimental and 
loose, the other conservative and stable. Re- 
call the great results of those two centuries, 
such as the thorough éstablistiment of Jeho- 
vah worship as the accepted religion of the 
Ilebrews, the development of strength and 
confidence fitting the Hebrews to stand for 
something constructive in the world, the 
aining of a broad experience and larger 
ideals, and the appearance of the great titer- 
ary prophets with their stirring messages of 
reform and of moral kinship to God, Re- 
member the splendid personalities who figure 
in this history, and how they transformed the 
life of the nation and gave it worth. 

Then recall the next century and a half, 
reaching to the Exile in 586 B.C. RKemem- 
ber the fiery trials through which the wor- 
shipers of Jehovah*had to pass, the gradual 
hopelessnéss of:'the. political outlook for 
Judah, the testing-which this state of affairs 
gave to the prophets, and how Jeremiah and 
Zephaniah especially came to see and declare 
that adversity is one of God’s ways of teach- 
ing mankind and of dealing thoughtfully with 
his own people, ‘Trials have great religious 
value, Recall also how the gradual weaken- 
ing of political independence revealed to and 
through these prophets a future disentangled 
from locality, when God would make a cove- 
nant with every. human being, and deal with 
him in accordance with his own deserts. 

Recall, then, the Exile of half a century 
during which the captive people were being 
shaped and educated for a new sort of 
career, ‘They were absorbing Babylonian 
culture and enterprise, being very apt pupils, 
capable of improving upon their tutors, 

Remember, finally, how this developed 
during the next century and a half in a res- 
toration to Judah, a rebuilding of the temple, 
a re-establishment of Jerusalem as the work- 
ing center of Jewish life, but likewise of the 
creation of a Judaism which knew no bounds, 
which did its work wherever it went, which 
really represented the aggressive plans given 
expression by the great prophetic thinkers of 
the nation, 

Could any one grasp this development and 
fail to see ’s y ove te A in history, or to 
trust in the compelling power of Godlike- 
ness! Habakkuk struck’ a keynote with 
his wonderful sentence, which meant so muc 
to Luther, ‘‘ The righteous shall live by his 
faithfulness.”” The secret of Israel's success 
was her closeness to God and her obedience 
to his ideals, 

Books THAT May Be Reap. 

In connection with so general a review as 
this, the memory rather than books of refer- 
ence is of value; but a rapid reading of the 
whole history from the. Disruption in an 
standard history or in a Bible dictionary will 
be helpful, 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 
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Two valuable booklets published by The 
Sunday School Times Co.: “How to Speak 
Without Notes."’ By Robert E. Speer. A 
clear, brief, practical address by one of the 
strongest, most experienced public speakers of 
our time. 20 cents, postpaid. ‘Young Peo- 
pleand the Church.”” By Woodrow Wilson. 
One of the most significant and searching ut- 
terances om this theme that has yet . ap- 
peared. A beautiful gift book. Bound in 
fine leather, 50 cents. in paper, 20 cents, 
postpaid. . 
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Adult Class Questions 
Answered by W. C. Pearce 
Superintendent of the International - 
Adult Department ‘ 





VERMONT.--I would be grateful for any 


Cisse organization for’ boys of  fiitecn® to 


eighteen — In our littie church the youn 
men are dropping out of Sunday-school, and 
feel that an organized class might result in re- 
‘aay, them and holding their interest. I 
know a little about the Baraca class, but do 
not know whether it would be suited to this age, 
or where I should write for information regard- 
ing it.—J. L. 

You are quite right in thinking that class 
organization will help to hold young fellows 
from fifteen to eighteen years of age. This 
is so because class organization provides for 
its members having a share in the responsi- 
bility of class management and all other class 
activities. . In other words, class organiza- 
tion takes each of ‘its members into partner- 
ship. From the time John Smith, Jr,, could 
read the sign over the door of his father’s 
iy sem Smith, Dry Goods Merchant— 
he has dreamed of the. day when the name 
would read ‘*‘ John Smith & Son, Dry Goods 
Merchants.”’ It is usually true that unless 
the father does change the name, and take 
the son into -a real partnership, then John 
Smith, Jr., will leave his father’s store and 
go into business for himself. I am sure that 
this is ‘one of the reasons why many of the 
boys are lost from Sunday-school member- 
ship, They are not taken into partnership, 

Only to-day I was talking with a teacher 
who had just come from a business meeting 
of an organized class of boys from fifteen to 
seventeen years of age. ‘This meeting was 
held at the church on ‘Thursday evening, and 
eleven out of sixteen of the boys were pres- 
ent, She reported the following items of 
business as having been considered : 

They voted to hold their business meeting 
on the second Friday of each month—Friday 
evening being chosen because’ it would not 
interfere with their school work. 

They voted to make a definite effort to 
enlarge the membership of the class, which 
had hitherto been limited to sixteen, 

‘They voted to accept and meet tle mis- 
sionary call of the Sunday-school, and ar- 
ranged to contribute seventy-five cents each 
per year, which was to be their part of tlie 
Sunday-school missionary offering of $500. 

‘They discussed the question of class dues 
and birthday offerings, and made plans for a 
class dinner to be given and served by the 
boys to their parents and all the members of 
their families. 

As will be seen by this report of one class 
business meeting, class organization provides 
to utilize the boundless energies of the boys 
in their teens. No boy of this age ever re- 
mains long in any place where there is nota 
program of activity ; and he is still more in- 
terested if, when such a program is provided, 
he has a definite part in it. 

The International Leaflet on Organization 
for Classes in the Secondary Division con- 
tains useful suggestions. Copies of this 
leaflet may be secured by addressing the 
office of your State Sunday School Associa- 
tion, or directly from the office of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association, Hartford 


h |.Building, Chicago. The Baraca is a plan of 


organization well suited for young fellows, of 

the age of your class. If you wish Baraca 
literature write to Marshall A. Hudson, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 





, INDIANA.—We have a devotional committee 
in our organized Adult Bible Class, but we find 
it difficult to find something specific for it to do. 
The duty of “ promoting the spiritual welfare 
of. the class"* is too general to justify a speci 
committee for that purpose. Since our church 
receives members by confirmation (German 
Evangelical Synod) the committee cannot be 
active in secu gS -ecnad tothe church. Our 
class numbers about forty members, the Sun- 
day-school has an enrolment of about one hun- 
dren active members. Our Sunday-school is 
one .of three in a small town of about eight 
hundred inhabitants. Any helpful sugges- 
tions that you could make in to the 
work of Devotional ittee will be 
greatly appreciated.—P. M. S. 

You are to be congratulated because of 
the interest you are taking in developing de- 
votional life in your Adult Bible Class, for 
this is the very heart of the class’ spiritual 
life and work. As you have said in your 


letter, the work of the Devotional Committee 
(Continued on next page) 





DECEMBER 16, 1911 
The Lesson Pilot Enlarged and Enriched 


‘* "T“HE LESSON PILOT"' in the enlarged Sunday School Times, has had to 
move into larger quarters. Commencing with next week's issue, on the 
first lesson in the new series in the Life of Christ, this guide-board lesson- 

help will be enriched by the addition of features that promise to make it one of the 











most satisfying all-round equipments for the teacher's preparation ever furnished | 


in a single article. 


HE Teacher’s Preparation, on the current week's lesson, ushers the teacher 
right into the picturesque teaching possibilities and heart truths of the Word 
that is before him. You are alone in your study, apart from the class, yet 

with them in thought and prayer, as you dig deep into this preparation. You are 
told of simple reference literature to draw upon, and of helpful points in the other 
lesson articles in the same issue of the Times, or of some rich, full-page ‘:side- 
light’’ article provided by the Times. 3:8 1° 

After this persunal preparation in mastering the message of the lesson for 
yourself, you face the more difficult task of making a compelling interpretation of 
it to your class, 


ERE, one of the critical, strategic moments is that of Getting Started in Class. 
The average class is not really interested at the start. . You must un- 
expectedly compel their interest ; and one of the best methods is to com- 

mence in some way so utterly remote from the lesson that they'll wonder what 
you're driving at. By their very wonderment you have succeeded : you've caught 
their interest. BOOS ave 

But this is not easy to do, The Lesson Pilot comes to your assistance with 

the continuance of this feature that has been running for some time past, and sug- 
gests an apt illustration, current event, question, or what not, which, whilé it in- 
tentionally seems remote, skilfully looks toward the very heart of the lesson, as 
the surprised class will later discover. , ron 


OW you are under full steam, with The Class in Session. And the Pilot will 
lead you steadily through this, showing you step “by step how to bring out 
the full richness of the’lesson text in its application to the human-life needs 

of everyday men and women and young people. In the_progress of this part of 
the work you will be referred to still other important points in the lesson articles 


of that issue of the Times ; thus the familiar ‘‘ guide-board"’ value of the Pilot; 


will be retained, and you will continue to find it a time-saving, classified help to 
the best use of the Times’ contents each week. 


GOOD question is a prodding, quickening thing. 
wander or grow sleepy in the presence of. questions that insist on . being 
answered, ‘That is the sort of Questions for Class Use that will be given 


in the enriched Pilot each week, as a bit of supplemental help.of direct valug,_... . . 


ND there will be Other Teaching Points, too, some of. which‘will probabty 
seem to have been made just for your class, so unmistakably will they strike 
home in their light-giving, searching helpfulness. They will-be of the brief, 

one- or two-sentence sort that are easy to grasp and hard to get away from. 


N ADDITION, there will be given each week A Glimpse of Next Week’s 
Lesson, which will enable the teacher to quicken the class’ interest in homé 
study, during the week, on the lesson of the coming Sunday. In a brief, 
crisp paragraph you will be invitingly shown some of the facts.and-truths of the 
coming lesson in such a way that you will want to know more; and: your. class 
with you. Home preparation by the class is the battle half won; to create the 
desire for such preparation is the purpose of this section. It will contain also half 
a dozen questions of this same stimulating, inviting sort, with hints as to how to 
get at their answers. 

It will be well to give the closing moments of the class session to this quick, at- 
tractive preview, though some teachers may occasionally prefet to give it first place. 


HERE may be still other features in the new Lesson Pilot before it grows much 
older ; but these are enough for now.  Doesn’t it make you eager to study 
and to teach the wonderful lessons in the Gospels? You will note. that it is 

an all-round lesson-equipment for all-teachers of pupils over twelve years of: age, 
while at the same time it is intended'to furnish special help for the teaching of 
adult Bible classes. The distinctive class work for boys’ and girls’ classes will be 
provided by two other lésson articles each week. ; 


T WAS not ani easy task to find just the right man. to prepare this enlarged and 
-. enriched Lesson Pilot ; but the Editors believe that he has been found in one 
who for several years has been meeting the readers’ needs.in the Times’ edi- 
torial pages. . James M. Stifler, author of ‘‘ The Fighting Saint,"’ a volume of 
virile life-messages which first appeared as leading editorials in The Sunday.School 
Times, has undertaken this work. Of his writing the Times said editorially when 
his book appeared : ‘‘One hardly knows whether to appreciate more highly its 
downright reality and sincerity, or its deep brotherly sympathy with the inward 
struggles of men, or its keen yet genial insight into,things and folks, or its hopeful, 
buoyant tone of victory through Christ. He who dips anywhere into the book, or 
reads it through at once, which he can hardly help doing, is sure of a wake-up to 
his brain, a stimulus to his imagination, a quickening of his pulse, and a holy joy 
in his heart."" 


R. STIFLER is pastor of a large suburban church near Chicago, Before 
writing this new ‘‘ Lesson Pilot’’ each week he teaches the lesson to a 
class of men which, for its personnel, is probably one of the most remarka- 

ble classes in this country. Best of all, he knows the power of the Cross, and ex- 
ults in it, and counts it the only message worthy of, or needed ‘by, the life of 
to-day. An extract from one of his letters will interest you, as given in an edi- 
torial note on the front page of The Sunday School Times of next week. 


The enlarged and enriched Lesson Pilot commences next week. It is be- 


lieved that it will mark a new stage in much Sunday-school teaching. 


It.is hard for the mind to | 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 31 (Review) 





‘*For practical purposes The 7977 
all the merits of the 1611 
version and fewer of its textual disadvan- 
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( Continued from-preceding page) ~~ 

is to ‘promote the spiritual welfare of the 
class,’’—in other words, to have supervision 
over such activities as those that will deepen 
the spiritual life of each member of the class, 
and thus naturally produce a true, steady, 
devotional spirit. A healthy glow of the 
human body is produced by feeding upon 
wholesome food, breathing plenty of pure 
air, and e ing in some form of systematic 
exercise. Likewise, the glow of the human 
soul is produced by Bible study, which is 
food to the soul; by prayer, which is the 
breath of the soul; and by some form of 
altruistic service, which is exercise for the 
soul, Consequently the specific work of the 
Devotional Committee may be divided into 
three classes of activities: those connected 
with Bible study, prayer, and Christian work, 
While it is difficult to give an altogether 
comprehensive list of specific things to be 
done by the Devotional Committee, yet the 
following are mentioned as illustrative of 
what may be done: 

1. Bible Study. The committee may make 
a definite effort to enlist every member of the 
class in a personal study of ’s Word, en- 
couraging them to bring their own Bibles to 
the class and provide Bibles for those who 
did not bring them; assign definite home 
study work to those who are willing to under- 
take it, and prepare question slips on the 
lessons which may be used to encourage the 
members of the class to participate in the 
lesson discussion. 

2. Prayer. Make a definite effort,to in- 
terest all members of the class in attending 
the regular church prayer-meeting, and con- 
duct a special prayer-meeting each Sunday, 
either just before the class session or in the 
morning just before the' church-service, and 
arrange to conduct ‘cottage prayer-meetings 
in the homes of class members. 

3- Christian Service. Give definite sup- 
port to the church in all of its services and 
enterprises, provide both substitute and reg- 
ular teachers for the classes of the Sunday- 
school, discover and enlist recruits for the 
teacher-training class ; support the Sunday- 
‘school'in all its special missionary and philan- 
—— enterprises ; engage in all kinds of 
neighborhood philanthropic work ; visit the 
sick, help find employment'for those who are 
-out of work, help to promote the organization 
of ether adult classes, and engage in any sort 
of missionary, philanthropic or evangelistic 
work which needs to be done and is not 
being thoroughly cared for by some other 
committee of the class. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, December 31, 1911. 


Things I Want to Do Better Next Year 
(Phil. 3: 12-14. A’ memory meeting). 





‘Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
| Mon.—In daily tasks (3 John 5 ; Col. 3: 17). 
JUES.—In Bible-study (Ps. 1). 
| WED.—In self-control (Prov. 16 : 32). 
THURS.—In church attendance. (Heb. 10: 


19-25). 
FRI.—In missionary gift (2 Cor. 8: 1-5). 
SatT.—In personal work (Acts 11 : 25, 26). 











he oa do you most need todo better next 
year ?. 
In what ways may your society do better? 
‘ beh will you find your inspiration to do 
etter i 


HE great difference between Christianity 
and Confucianism is in their attitudes 
to the past and future. Confucianism 

says **The best has been.’ Christianity 
says ‘* The best is yet tobe.’? Itis true that 
| Christianity has a history and looks back to 
| the Incarnation as the greatest event in that 
| history and upon Christ as the unique person. 
| But its past is not a dead past. Christ who 
| came then, and lived, -is here now: and will 
| be here until the end. And the glory of 
Christianity is not the effort to go. back to 
Christ, but the effort to bring Christ forward 
to men. All that was is to be in greater and 
richer splendor, Even the same Jesus who 
was here is to come back in like manner as 
he went away, and his kingdom is to fill the 
whole earth. What shone for a little while 
in Palestine is to shine in fuller splendor over 
all the world, 1 








And this principle of Christianity applies 





to each individual life, It is intended to be 
a growth, First the blade, then the 
then the fall corn in the ear. God 
with us and goes through with us and 
riches, which are unlimited, are increasingly 
opened to us. 


“* Grow old along with me 
The best is yet to be, 
The last of life for which the first was made. 
Our times are in his hand 
Whod saith, ‘A whole I planned, 
Youth shows but half,—trust God, see all, 
nor be afraid.’ *’ 


This teaching of Rabbi Ben Ezra is the 
true Christian teaching. 

This is our great joy as we go up into un- 
tried ways. ‘They are untried to us, but 
God knows them and has made them ready 


ear, 
ns 
is 


for us. And somewhere on these ways, 
this coming year or some year following, he 
himself wi waiting for us to open to us 


a glory in comparison with which all that 
went before will be as forgotten. So we go 
on in peace and quiet expectation. 

If the last year has been a hard one, we 
may be all the more certain that this next one, 
even though it may be harder, will be richer 
and better. What if it is darker? That 
will only mean that we are drawing nearer 
to the sunrise, and that the sunrise will be 
brighter and fairer than ever before. As 
good Dr. Bonar sings : 


‘* Tis first the true, and then the beautiful, 
Not first the beautiful and then the true : 
First the wild wood, with rock and fen, and 


pool, 
Then the gay-garden, rich in scent and hue. 


‘* * Tis first the good, and then the beautiful, 
Not first the beautiful, and then the good : 
First the rough seed, sown in the rougher soil, 
Then the flower blossom or the branching 
wood. 


‘* Not first. the glad, and then the sorrowful, 
But first the sorrowful, and then the glad 
Tears for a day : for earth of tears is full, 
Then we forget that we were ever sad. 


‘* Not first the bright, and after that.the dark, 


Bat first the dark, and after that the bright ; 
First the thick cloud, and then the rainbow's 


,, ATC; fe 
First the dark grave, then resurrection 
” Jight."* 


Let us begin in advance the improvements 
which we should like to have begin on Jap: 
nary Ist. If we ought to study our Bible 
more diligently, pray more regularly, love 
more unselfishly during 1912, we would do 
well to begin. now, to-day, while we are read- 
ing these words, even in advance of Decem- 
ber 31. The right time for doing better 
is always the present time. 








The Little Widow 
A Mighty Good Sort of Neighbor to Have 


“‘A little widow, a neighbor of mine, 
persuaded me to try Grape-Nuts when 
my stomach was so weak that it would 
not retain food of any other kind,” writes 
a grateful woman, from San Bernardino 
Co., Cal. 

‘*I had been ill and confined to my 
bed with fever and nervous prostration 
for three long months after the birth of 
my second boy. We were in despair 
until the little widow’s advice brought 
relief. . 

‘I liked Grape-Nuts food from the be- 

inning, and in an incredibly short time 
it gave me such strength that I was able 
to awe my bed and enjoy my threé good 
meals a day. In 2 months my weight 
increased from 95 to 113 pounds, m 
nerves had steadied down and I felt 
ready foranything. My neighbors were 
amazed to see me gain so rapidly, and 
still more so when they heard that 
Grape-Nuts alone had brought the 
change. 

‘* My 4-year-old boy had eczema very 
bad last spring, and lost his appetite en- 
tirely, which made him cross and peevish. 
I put him on a diet of Grape-Nuts, which 
he relished at once. He improved from 
the beginning, the eczema disappeared, 
and’ now he is fat and rosy, with a de- 
lightfully soft, clear skin. The Grape- 
Nuts diet didit. I will willingly answer 
all inquiries.” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘* The ‘Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


"665 
If You Are 
Looking for 
a Gift-Book 


rich in inward quality as in out- 
ward design, here are a few sug- 
gestions ; 


A Voice.in the Night 


By FREDERICK HALL, in which, 
with remarkable sympathy and 
imagination, he presents anew cer- 
tain of the great stories of the Bible 
which reveal the struggle and devel- 
opment of souls—thrilling pictures 
of human life in the making. Prose 
poems of intense and compelling in- 
terest. (75 cents net.) 


The Heresy of 
Mehetabel Clark 


By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOsSON. One 
of Mrs. Slosson’s exquisite short 
stories, having lasting quality, and 
now issued in this special Holiday 
Edition—the tale of a mountain girl, 
countéd a heretic, but transformed 
by her spiritual vision. Tender, 
. sympathetic: a book.to keep and 
treasure. (50 cents net.) 


The Wise Man’s Gold 


By ‘‘AntHony Hopart.’’ A story 
turning upon the experiences of a 
bit. of. gold: duringij:lopg centuries. 
Bound::.in matvevand:.gold, with 
illustrations. A charming Christ- 
mas allegory. (35 cents net.) 


The Trumbull Year Book 
Compiled by Carouine K. HER- 
RICK. Paragraphs for daily read. 
ings, selected with fine judgment 
from the writings of the late Henry 
Clay Trumbull, many’ years editor of 
The Sunday Schoot Times. Origi- 
nal, striking, fervent thoughts. (35 
cents net, cloth ; 60 cents, leather, ) 


Reasonable 
Biblical Criticism 


By PROFESSOR WILLIs J. BEECHER. 
Call biblical criticism by any name 
you like, ‘*higher,’’ lower, or half- 
way; but the fact remains that there 
must be some principles of criticism 
that are correct, reasonable, and there- 
fore permanent. Thke author estab- 
lishes just that. If any man knows 
how to sift.out the wheat and get rid 
of the chaff, it is Professor Beecher. 
He is unhampered in swing, inde- 
pendent in thought and expression. 

This volume skims the cream of 
life-time studies. Here are com- 
préssed the results of years of schol- 
arly research and original thought, 
put forth in Professor Beecher’s 
clear, concise style, witty, even col- 
loqnial at times ; full of that good- 
humored keenness so fascinating to 
students under his instruction at 
Auburn Seminary during long years, 
and familiar to readers of The Sun- 
day School Times through his con- 
tributions on the lessons. 

The four divisions are Principles 
of Reasonable Criticism, Reason- 
able Criticism as Affecting Particular 
Narratives, Reasonable Criticism 
and Archeological Discoveries, and 
Reasonable Criticism and Some of 
the Books. <A mecessary book. An 
important book. An interesting 
book. An enduring book. (33° 
pages. $1.50 net.) 
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SCOTT'S 
EMULSION 


is the near-nature treatment 
for Consumption. 


The power it creates, 
its purity and whole- 


someness are Nature's 


ALL DRUGGISTS 








Dr. John 
Timothy Stone 
will lead 


Your Family 
Prayers 


You may have the personal guid- 
ance of this big-hearted and beloved 
Chicago pastor in’ your everyday 
Scripture reading and prayers around 
the Family Altar. Using the Daily 
Home Readings.on the International 
Lessons, he will very briefly comment 
on the devotional meaning of the 
Bible passage, and suggest a few sen- 
tences of prayer for the needs of the 
home and the individual. Dr. Stone’s 
volume ‘‘ Recruiting for Christ’’ shows 
his heart-devotion to personal soul- 
winning ; this new ministry shares with 
a world-wide congregation the treas- 
ures of his fruitful life in Christ. 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
second-class matter ” 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, g01 Witherspoon Buiid- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage : 

~ Five or more copies, either to 
51.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1.50 


One copy, or any number of 
pert 


copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
Free Copies 





year. One copy, five years, $6.00. 
One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a‘club at the 

$1.00 rate, P 

Tue SunDAyY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 
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his soul, and his path is marked by a 


in prayer. 


Does God ever answer a wrong prayer in order to teach a lesson by it ? 


ERTAIN things are to be taken for 
ranted in considering this question. 
irst, God never answers prayer in 

such a manner as to involve himself, directly 
or indirectly, in wrong-doing, for his acts are 
tike himself, that is, sinless, Second, God 
has ways of answering prayer which, though 
perfect, do not demand perfection on the 
part of the one who prays, either in himseli 
or in his prayer, since to require such per- 
fection would make praying impossible. And 
third, God, in answering prayer, never loses 
sight of his fatherly relationship to his chil- 
dren, and hence, has regard, not only to the 
intent of each petition, but also to the pos- 
sible consequences of each answer. 


EFERRING now more particularly to 
the question asked, it is to be remem- 
bered that God in answering prayer 

has much more in mind than the one who 
prays has in offering prayer. The person 
who prays thinks mostly of securing an an- 
swer to his, petition, and often with small 
regard to the full consequences of the an- 
swer. But God, while the petition. and its 
answer are in his mind, has regard also to 
the good of the one who prays, the best in- 


| terest of the persons who will be affected by 


the answer, and the highest, ultimate bless- 
ing which may be secured in behalf of his 
people and of his work at large. And God 
is both restrained and constrained by such 
considerations. He is restrained from an- 
swering some petitions, because, while on 
the whole they are right, the answers which 
they call for would be harmful in their con- 
sequences, And he is constrained to answer 
some petitions, because, while, on the whole 
they are wrong, the answers which they call 
for will be for blessing in their consequences. 

To illustrate: a father will deny the re- 
quest of a little child who asks for a knife to 
play with, for, in spite of the fact that to ask 
for a plaything is right, to grant that the 
knife should be that plaything would be 
wrong, inasmuch as it would not be for the 
child’s good. And again, the father will 
grant the request of the child for the knife 
when he is older, for, though the petition is 
not perfect in view of the fact that it asks for 
that which is likely to’ prove harmful, to 
grant the request, in spite of the risk of cut 
fingers, will lead the child to the useful good 
of knowing how to handle edged tools. 

H 
of the above principles as related to 
prayer. ‘The question asked, how- 
ever, relates only to -‘‘ wrong ’’ praying, so 
we shall illustrate only this part of the sub- 
ject. 

The children of Israel, feeding on manna 
in the wilderness, asked for meat; God gave 
them meat, though it meant destruction to 
those who ate it, in order that those who re- 
mained, as also those of all generations 
thereafter, might know that God’s provisions 
for his people in any given circumstances are 
the best possible provisions for those circum- 


E Scripture contains many instances 


| stances, 


The people of Israel in the promised land 
did not-like to live with only God as King, 
and so they prayed for a king such as the 
nations about them had, And God gave 
But the result soon proved that 
they had-breathed a ‘‘second-best ” prayer, 
and God evidently granted the answer that 
they, and others, might learn that seeking to 
be like others is not the highest good in life, 
but rather the seéking to be like God; and 
that’ the highest: blessiag -is found in living 
under his lordship. 


What Wrong Praying? 


By Henry W. Frost 
Home Director of the China Inland Mission 


Next to Christ, the greatest fact in human life is prayer. 
nizes this, and who draws upon the resources that only prayer makes available, 
has heaven opened to him here upon earth, God’s life as his own life, undefeat- 
able success attending every step of his way, irrepressible joy always flooding 
glory-trail of other lives won to Christ 
and led out into this same richness of life in Christ. Does this describe your 
prayer life, and your life in general? It should be yours, and it may be, if you 
will have it so,—only better than anything that is here put into words. 
the purpose of this new department on “ The Prayer Life ” to point the way to 
the richness of the life which is prayer-without-ceasing. The — is 
conducted by Mr. Frost, who will be glad to receive (in care of The Sunday 
School Times) questions from readers stating their own difficulties or problems 
The following question presents one such problem. 





] 


| 





Any one who recog- 


It is 


Mer pleaded with God that he might 
not go to Nineveh, and he got his answer 
by being permitted to go to Joppa and 
to the waiting ship there ; but God’s purpose 
in yielding to his wilful servant was not to 
substitute one service for another, but rather 
to prove to Jonah, and to all others of like 
mind, that all true service must have obedi- 
ence as its essential element, and also, that 
a life of disobedience must necessarily end 
in calamity and judgment. 

King Hezekiah, when he was sick, asked 
for a lengthening out of his life, and God 
answered his prayer by permitting him to 
live for fifteen years longer ; but God’s pur- 
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THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON 
FOR 1912 Leatherette, $.25 
G. CAMPBELL MORGAN, D.D. 
Not only the text of the lesson but a 


wealth of points and suggestions from the 
most original of modern expositors. 
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IN THE MASTER'S COUNTRY 
A geographical aid to the study of the Life of 
Christ with coiored maps and illustrations. 
MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D. 
Net, $.50 
ta sate ucr et epeecstets 
on the c+) t an fs) 
Palestine. ; 





DEVOTIONAL HOURS WITH THE 
LESSON. 
Being The Life of Christ based on Mark 
Rev, J. Rg MILLER, D.D. 
‘Net, $1.25 
The clearest of devotional comments on 


that portion of the Seripture where the les- 
sons are found. 
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pose in this was to teach the king, his peo- 
ple, and all men, that a request for a long 
life is not necessarily the best prayer to | 
make, since added days may mean added | 
sorrows, aS many a parent has found who | 
has insisted before God that a sick child | 
should not die but live. 

Peter was so loyal to Jesus that he asked 
permission, before Gethsemane, to carry a 
sword in order to defend His person, which 
request the Master granted; but Peter so | 
used his sword. asto. require. miracle to 
undo his misguided work; and, as to call. for | 
Christ’s reproof that they who-take the sword 
must perish with the sword.: And this re- | 
vealed the fact that Christ granted. Peter’s 
request only to teach him, the other Apostles, 
and the church at large—as Paul afterward 
put the matter—that the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal but spiritual. 
|* 

but of right answering, it is evident that 

God gave the answer with a beneficent 
purpose in view, and in nearly all the cases 
it is evident that the end which was sought 
was obtained. But this last only came to 
pass because those persons who were affected 
by the answer saw its beneficent purpose and 
learned the lesson which was intended to be 
taught, In some of thé above cases, and in 
other instances which could be cited, the 
opposite of this experience was true, when 
the result proved disastrous to the person 
who had prayed. This is the meaning of 
the passage in the Psalms concerning Israel 
in the wilderness: ‘*He gave them their 
request, but sent leanness into their soul.’’ 
It is clear, therefore, that the most serious 
thing about wrong praying is not so much 
the wrong of the prayer as the failure of the 
one who prays to learn the lesson of the 
answer. In such a case the ariswer, in spite 
of its good, turns into judgment, and so the 
praying and the answering become. a curse. 
Manifestly, it is terribly possible, even in 
praying, to turn the God who is infinite: love 
into the God who is a consuming fire. 


% o 
One Day 


These verses have appeared in various publica- 
tions. : The Editor has not been able to trace them 
to their original source, and would appreciate infor- 
mation leading to this. 


HE weary one had rest, the sad had joy 
that day, 
And wondered how ? 
A ploughman singing at his work had prayed, 
“* Lord help them now.”’ 


ALL the above cases of wrong praying, 


Away in foreign lands they wondered how 
Their feeble words had power? 

At home the Christians, two or three had met, 
To pray an hour. 


Yes, we are always wondering, wondering how, 
Because we do not see 
Some one unknown, perhaps, and ‘far away, 
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A steadily increasing demand tells 
the story of “Gist” supremacy. 


The Gist ot me Lesson 


is not maonly, a book of “ notes,’” 
but is packed with seed thoughts tor 
study and meditation. Io be carried, 
in one’s pocket, utilizing spare m 
ments anywhere, e here, 

“Wondrously complete,.”— 
Christian Intelligencer. 
FLEMIN 
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If it is new son ‘ou need for pri- 
mary and ped na Fa “s Heart 

: ™ is a collection, that ts new. 
There has been nothing just. like it. 
It is out of the rut. You will have 
to see. a copy to understand. We 
will send a copy “‘ on approval ”’ for 
examination. It is a book of 128 
pages, price 30 cents. 


LITTLE 
CT ta ear 


360,000 


HALLOWED HYMNS {ii' 


ALREADY SOLD TO THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES 
. - ROUND OR.SHAPED NOTES 

os ae ant New mpi Fre Ge Reaoincs 
Reternable samples mailed to “caruest $77, 2 mal 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 
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HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


Published, October, s908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of 
Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. 
Jor a sample copy 
The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


Send 
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The Sunday School Booklet 
Compiled by Grace Leigh Duncan 
is attractively 
bound in old blue 
and cream with 
artistic cover de- 
sign. A suggest- 
ive and helpful 
quotation with 
Scripture text for 
each day in the 
week and the In- 
ternational Uniform Sunday School 
Lesson for the Sunday readings 
make the book a particularly ap- 
propriate and inexpensive gift for 
a Sunday-school class. Single 
copies, 25 cents. For sale by 
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In 1902 there was one 
teacher-training student to 
every. one hundred and 
eleven teachers in the Sun- 
day-school. 


In 1911, one to eight. . 





\. /That shows. what. magnificent pro- 
gress. in numbers has been made 
toward a frained teaching force in the 
Sunday-schools of our land, . 

The teacher, not of to-morrow’s 

~Suniday-school alone, but of ,to-day’s, 
is a trained teacher... >»: 

Has. the rising tide of teachér-ttain- 
ing lifted you, as it has thousands of 
others, to a surer skill. 

You do not need to turn aside from 

“the ‘class-work you are now doing for 
those very human boys or girls who 
need you. * You can make a study of 
teacher-training in your spare time 
just by. yourself, if you must. 

‘ But try instead to get a little group 
of fellow-teachers together to meet one 
‘hour a week, and select one of your 
own number as leader. 

The Sunday School Times pub- 
lishes a book outlined and prepared 
under the advice of a group of spe- 
cialists, and in which the various de- 
partments of the work are treated 
by several specialists of international 
reputation. ‘This book, ‘‘ Training 
the Teacher,’’ is published by The 
Sunday School Times Co., and was 
written by Dr. A. F. Schauffler, Mrs, 
Antoinette Abernethy Lamoreaux, 
Professor Martin G. Brumbaugh, and 
Marion Lawrance, comprising studies 
of The Book, The Pupil, The ‘Teacher, 
The School. a 

But .see the book before you set 
about the study of any course. 

It will be sent on approval. In re- 
taining it you pay 35 cents for the 
paper edition ; 50 cents for the cloth 
edition. Should you ‘return it, you 
simply pay the return postage,——4 
cents on the paper edition, 5 cents on 
the cloth edition. 

And now, to-day, is the best time 
to ask for a copy on approval. 


THe Sunpay Scuoot Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Books That Are 


and Print (By Philip L. Jones).— 
The au is the A Xditor of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Publication Society. In a very 
brief way he discusses the preparation of 
manuscript, proof-reading, punctuation, para- 
graphing, and certain elements of an 
construction, syntactical .errors, etc. e 
book would have been better if fuller, on 
proof-reading, for-instance. But it has a 
mission in directing attention to the fact tha: 
there is a best way of doing things that 
authors have to do. (Griffith and Rowland 
Press. 25 cents net.) 


The Faith of Abraham Lincoln (By 
William H. Lambert).—That Abraham Lin- 
coln was at heart a sincere and humble 
Christian is made clear by Major Lambert, 
in an address delivered before the Presby- 
terian Social Union of Philadelphia, now 
issued as a booklet. The pages present in a 
lucid and logical way no less than twenty- 
one extended and pertinent quotations from 
Mr, Lincoln’s addresses, proclamations, let- 
ters, private papers, and conversations, to- 
gether with a thoughtful presentation of 
related facts in his life, all in brief compass. 
(The Sunday School ‘Times Co. © 35 cents.) 


Five-Minute Bible Readings (By a 
Layman).—There is need in strenuous times 
like these of a book of selections for daily 
meditation of the Scripture for private or 
family use, and the brief, well-selected por- 
tions here gathered will prove a blessing to 
those who cannot make the selections for 
themselves. Henry van Dyke heartily com- 
mends this voiume in his Introduction. While 
every part of the Bible is drawn upon, no 
closely adhered to order of books is planned. 
The other features of the work are the eight 
pages of ‘* Prayers, Ancient and Modern,’’ 
the Commandments, and the love chapter 
from Corinthians. (Revell. $1.50.) 


The Choirmaster’s Guide (By Mallin- 
son Randall).—Here is’a'‘guide *‘to the 
selection of hymns and anthems for the ser- 
vices of the chufch,’’ A selection of four to 
five appropriate hymns for both morning and 
evening service, together with a longer or 
shorter list of anthems, is given for each 
Sunday of the church year, and for each feast 
and saint day. Special lists of cantatas, solos, 
and organ music are given for Lent, Easter, 
and Christmas, There are also lists for spe- 
cial occasions. ‘The compilation has plainly 
been a work of great care; the selections are 
of a high order, and should prove not only 
of interest, but of practical use to the con- 
scientious choirmaster, (New York: H.W. 
Gray Co, $1.) 


John the Loyal (By A. T. Robertson, 
M.A., D.D.).—To say that his volume on 
John the Baptist has the same characteristics 
as Pofessor Robertson’s other books is to give 
it warm praise. It is the work of a thorough 
scholar who has the faculty of putting the re- 
sults of profound thinking and wide reading 
into clear and jucid English. Ina detail study 
of the passages which tell the story of the 
Baptist he shows John to have been a 
prophet with a strong constructive program, 
faithful in pointing out the sins of his age 
and suggesting aremedy. He marked the be- 
ginning of a new age. He lived like a- saint, 

reached like a prophet, and died like a 
ero. This is an exceedingly helpful and 
suggestive study of the man and his mission, 
and deserves wide reading. (Scribner. 


$1.25.) 


The Fundamentals.—These volumes, 
of which this is the fifth, are being sent free 
to all pastors, evangelists, missionaries, ~ 
fessors, students, and other Christian workers 
in the English-speaking world. The present 
volume consists of five papers. Mr. Philip 
Mauro writes on ‘‘ Life in the Word’’; Dr. 
A. C. Dixon, now of London, on ‘The 
Scriptures’?; Dr. R. A. Torrey on ‘The 
Bodily Resurrection of Jesus Christ’’; Dr. 
J. L. Campbell analyzes and condenses 
*¢ Lyttleton’s Essay on St. Paul ;’’ and Preb- 
endary Webb-Peploe gives. ‘*A Personal 
Testimony.’’ This endeavor to send broad- 
cast some of the main results of conservative 
scholarship on biblical problems is worthy of 
the success that is being experienced. (Testi- 








Worth Reading 








mony Publishing Company, 808 LaSalle 
ia) Chicago. 15 cents per copy, post- 
id.) 


Knowing the Scriptures (By A. T. 
Pierson, D.D.).—When the late Dr. Pierson 
had completed fifty years in the ministry, he 
gathered up some of the results of his work as. 
a teacher by stating certain principles and 
methods of Bible study which he had found 
by experience to yield the best fruit. A 
great variety of suggestions is given in no less 
than fifty sections, The first section, on the 
authority of Scripture, is particularly 

and the ‘statement of ‘verbal inspiration ”’ 
is illuminating and usetul, whatever one’s 
views may be. The book contains so many 
suggestive ideas that even when one least 
agrees he is made to think and is compelled 
to contemplate the possibility of deeper 
meanings in Scripture. The supreme charac- 
teristic of the book is its profound reverence 
for the Word of God. (New York: Gospel 
Publishing House. $1.50.) 


The Lost Garden (By Lettice Bell) .— 
If any one would see just what is meant by 
the use of the imagination in rendering the 
early Bible stories into suitable English for 
children—let him read this book. A more 
profoundly original portrayal of the great 
spiritual facts it would be difficult to find, 
Totally unconventional and naive to the 
point of humor, almost, is the manner of it. 
Very striking, too, is the focussing of Bible 
phrases from both Testaments upon the de- 
velopment of the continuous picture of the 
divine plan and purpose. Modernists would 
probably think the philosophy bygone, but 
that is beside the mark as a criticism. of a 
story-teller’s vision of truth. Not less origi- 
nal than the figurative construction is the 
mode of inducing the Bible reader to mark 
the margin. ‘The book is a stimulus for’ the 
story-teller and a vivacious unrolling of the 
roll for children and youth. (New York: 
Hodder & Stoughton. $1.25.) 


“amy d Letters to Unknown Friends 
(By L. H. M. Soulsby).—Common sense 
mingled with a fine spiritual intelligence 
flavor the pages of this collection of essays. 
They are deeply Christian, in the sense that 
they are the meditations of one who knows 
Christ, but not in the sense that they are in 
the defense of Christian dogma. The ways 
of our hearts are more difficult to follow than 
the trail of an animal of the woods, and it is 
doubtful if we ever become skilful in under- 
Standing our own souls without the help of 
interpreters. A good. interpreter of the 
average modern heart like this is a friend 
that one can ill afford to miss. He knows 
the confusion of my mind when confronted 
with the half truths of the friend who is a 
Christian Scientist, or a believer in theosophy, 
and all the queries and doubts of the day’s 
thinking. One would not say that these 
essays were stimulating, for they are not 
marked by the fizz and enthusiasm that are 
conveyed by that word; but read them for a 
half hour, and you will feel stronger and 
clearer-headed. (Longmans. §0 cents.) 


The Life of Harriet Beecher Stowe 
(By Charles Edward Stowe and Lyman 
Beecher Stowe).—It is interesting to see, 
through such a book as this, how large a 
part asingle family may play in the leading 
and upbuilding of a nation, It is doubtful 
whether any family of one generation not in 
the position of statesmen or rulers can excel 
the Beecher family in this respect. The 
present volume is issued in recognition of 
the centennial year of Mrs. Stowe’s birth. It 
is the joint product of her son and grandson. 
Incidentaily, there are in the book many 
sidelights on the Beechers, although the nar- 
rative centers on Harriet—the one destined 
to live while literature lasts. Quite apart 
from her authorship of ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin, ”’ 
Mrs. Stowe was a remarkable character—a 
personage worthy of perpetuity. She was 
the friend and correspondent of noted per- 
sons, an indefatigable worker as wife, mother, 
teacher, philanthropist; a woman of pro- 
found feeling as well as of intellectual acu- 
men ; a great force in humanitarian progress ; 
a sincere, zealous Christian, proving her 





faith by her works. (Houghton. - $1.50.) 
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Valuable Helps we offer you 

on the Sunday-school Lessons 

for 1912 in 

The 

| Lrggor 

Christ — 
The Deity of Jesus Christ 
By S. W. Pratt, D.D. ) 
Although the lessons are taken 

from the Synoptic Gospels, and 

the discussion of the doctrine is 

here based primarily upon John's 

Gospel, this little book is full of 
important. and interesting matter 

bearing upon the records of 


Christ's life found in all four 
Gospels. (50 cents net.) 


The Apostles 

as Everyday Men 
By Pres. R. E. Thompson, S.T.D. 
‘* Two by two’’’we see these six 
pairs of apostles, presented in 
brilliant studies, drawn with subtle 
appreciation of the strength and 
weakness of each Character. (50 
cents net.) 


Medical Men 
in the Time of Christ 


By Dr. Robert N. Willson, Jr. 
This popular work, by a. young 
physician, not only reviews early 
medical history, but especially 
brings to the front Luke, phy- 
sician and Gospel writer, and 
Jesus, Master Physician. (/ius- 
trated, $1.00 net.) 


Outline Harmony 

of the Gospels 
By Prof. M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
Only an eight-page pamphlet, but 
packed full—showing in parallel 
columns events, places, dates, 
etc., of all the Gospels. (On 
jine paper, with stiff covers, 25 
cents net.) 


A Chart of 

Christ’s Journeyings 
By C. E. Arnold, A.M. 
On map paper, 9%xI9 inches, 
folded within stiff covers, 34 x6% 
inches. Four clear outline jour- 
ney maps, showing the various 
periods of Jesus’ ministry, with 
the events, and the location of 
the Scripture passages in parallel 
columns. (20 cents.) 


Light and Shade 
Relief Map of Palestine 


By George May Powell 

A beautifully printed flat map, 
which has the effect of a raised 
map, showing elevations and de- 
pressions, with a simple key sys- 
tem for locating important places. 
(Wall size, over all, 50% X37 
inches, $2.50. Smaller map, 
18X23 inches, 25 cents.) 
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The town is so extremely ¢ san 

eta me winder Re is tenn. 

lost all patients now, you know, 
Beseuse they use BAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 

ther. If a housewife wants the 

octor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 

















Oklahoma Reet Estate 
Mortga 


Mote good agricultura’ as cts ny eee is 
crops wide yorqiiet. vestor 
= highest incoma fies She maximum of 


fe us sid you Booklet telling about our securities 


and ore J JEFFERSON TRUST COMPANY 


LASS PIN 


Attractive New Catalogue of elegant up-to-date de- 
signs, Class and Fraternity Pins, Embiems, Enameied 
and Jeweled, Trophies and Medals mailed 
free on request. All pias mounted — our perent 
safety clasp. Work Guaranteed. : 
PETER vy oe & SON, Jewelers and Stationers 
136 North Pearl St Buttaio, H. ¥. 


Se SCHOOL FRATERNITY 


Lass PINS wis 
er. ve fe ncatalog, ‘with ae ints) 


wanes ices mailed free upon 
Either style of pins 

here iMusteated with any three. letters and ” 
figures, one or two oars of none. Ster- 
ing silver, a5c. each; verme, toc. each; 
$. oo doz. Bastian Bros. cae »Dept.742, hester, N.Y. 


WHY IMPERIL HEALTH 
of boys and girls by-cdnfinement in stuffy and su 
a ome 2 aa rooms, and expostre to severe weat = 


















ROLLINS, Florida’s Oldest College | 


AT WINTER PAR 
they can live out of doors, and ha vedas instruction | 
and care, at less cost than athome ? College, Academy, 
Music, kxpi eae ee ee a rom Pome boat- 
in mnasium, athletics. Pres . Blackman, 
Ph. oL LL.D. ( berlin, Yale, ale, Cornell, Beriin). 


Habit Permanently Cor- 
rected, instruction edu- 
cational, scientific, 


sys- 
tematic, thorough./ Matured Speech Tanght. No 

beating time, drawling, or tricks. Endorsed by clergy- 
men. Svecial summer classes for children. ‘I'rial Week 
Free. Reed School, 365 Hubbard Ave., Detroit, Mich, 
















Allen’ Palestine te Party 
Lid March HOU te OL days. Save Gre0 
Also 25 Tour next Summer 


> Bereosen 
_———, mev. Ray Allen, D, D. Rochester, N.Y 














The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Ira M. Price, Ph.D., LL.D. 
PRICE, $1.50, NET. 
Tus Sunvay Scuoo. Times Company 
togx Walnut Street, - - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Ice-Cream Money | 
By Emma C. Dowd 


ELEN ran to the door to welcome a 
school friend, 
‘* Pat yout hat on," bade Honora, 
*¢and come down town with me.”’ 


**Oh, Tcan’tt” ; Helen. 

‘* Why not? ’’ the other, ‘I’ve 
counted on with me and helping 
select my new Mama says I may 
get just what I please—of course, within a 
certain limit, Isn’t that lovely? ’’ 

** Lovely !’’ nee Helen. ‘Come in 
and sit down. pre wh later I can go. 
Mother is at shang this afternoon, 
and I must stay unti the tite doughnut girl 
‘comes.’ 

** How réiidiagt” Who is the little 


ughnut girl? I never heard of her.’’ 

elen‘ laughed. ‘‘ Her name is Amy 
Crine, but we have got into the habit of 
ealling her the little doaghnut girl. _She’s 
a sweet little thing, and I guess her mother 
is pretty poor, She makes doughnuts, and 
Amy carries them around to sell, We take 
a dozen every week.”’ 

'**Dear me! I wish you didn’t want any 
to-day. Can’t you get along without ?”’ 

.“*Oh, yes, we could well enough! But 
ste’d be disappointed to find the house shut 
up and nobody here. They might need the 
money, and we've engaged to take them, 
besides.’ 

**Nonsense!’ Come along—do! I’m 
going to treat you to chocolate ice-cream 
now !’’ 

But Helen shook herhead. ‘** Thank you, 
dear; but Ican’t. “You wait a few minutes. 
It is almost time for her.’’ 

“Catch me staying home to buy things [ 
| didn’t want! '’ laughed Honora. ‘* But I’ll 
| wait just a little while, for I must have. your 
opinion about my dress. You have such 


good taste." 


my 





The -- chatted abeut.school 
about fanty” work, about Sanday-echook ; 
but the little maid with the market basket 
did not come, 

*'ITdon’t see why ‘she is so‘late,’’ scowled 
Helen -looking at the clock. 

** Probably she has sold out and skipped 
you,’’ replied Honora. ‘* That’s the way 
our vegetable man does. Oh, don’t wait 
any longer! It will be so dark in the store 
I sha’n’t be able to see what color I’m _ get- 
ting if we don’t hurry up.’’ 

** No, I don’t think I'd better go,’’ Helen 
returned. ‘*There she is now!’’ and she 
Sprang to open the door. 

**Oh, you’re here!’’ exclaimed the little 
girlsmilng. ‘I was afraid you weren’t, the 
house looked so shut up. I’m dreadful late ; 
but the baby was sick, and I had to go after 
the doctor and then for some medicine. I 
ran all the way, but it took a good deal of 
tim>.’’ 

The little hands had laid back the white 
towel spread over the basket, and the big 
sugared doughnuts were being daintily lifted 
out with a pair of tongs. 

‘*Mrs. Patterson wouldn’t take hers,’’ 
she went on, ‘*’cause I was late, and she 





said she’d made different ’rangements, and 
I couldn’t get in at Mrs, Stedman’s—I guess 
she’d gone away. I’m glad you weren’t,”’ 
| and she smiled up into. Helen’s face. 
**Those look beautiful!’’? spoke up 
Honora. ‘> Can you let me have a dozen? ”’ 
How Amy’s face’ brightened! ‘Oh, 
yes!’’ she cried gleefully. ‘*I’m so glad 
you want them,’’ she added confidentially, 
***cause I hated to carry them home to 





mama—’stead of the money. I guess it ’ll 
take'a lot to pay a doctor, and I was afraid | 
there wouldn’t be enough. ? 

‘* We shall have to go without the cream | 
I was going to treat you with,’’ said Honora, | 
when the door had shut, behind the talkative | 
lictle maid. 

‘*I've spent the money for doughnuts ! | 
But do you mind? ”’ | 

** Ofcourse not!’’ laughed Helen. 
as glad as can be.’’ 

**E was so afraid that dear little thing 
couldn’t sell them,’’ smiled Honora, ‘“and | 
I guess mama’ll buy them every week. But | 
what if you’d done as I wanted you to, and j 
not have waited for her! How disappointed 
she would have been!” 


“Pm | 
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PELOUBETS 
SELECT NOTES 


LS, a a | 
By Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D., and Amos R. Wells, A.M. 
Price in cloth, postpaid, $1.25. 
‘LIFE OP CHRIST IN THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 

A secckvol of, Reeatety end lovely to Bite spipnes to) Bible «| » 
trath.. The pastor, the superintendent, the tonchen, the ada, the ? 
pupil, and the Bible student will not be fully for the best 
Service who does not own “‘ Peloubet’s Select Notes’ fof 1912.— 
W. N. Hartshorn, Chairman Executive Committee of International 
Sunday School Association, : 


Sunday School Essentials 
What every Sunda’ aday schoo! teacher and 
the eae y order to success. By Amos 5 
1.00. 
Many practical themes are diseusied in a very 
‘The book meets the needs of the teacher who wants to } 
to gr ‘the ajpention of is cians hold | 
also chapters o' cial value to superin' 
ume is the latest addition to our Sunday School 
and the whole make an invaluable assistant to Pastors, Su 
tendents and ‘Teachers, Letus send you a list of the titles and prices. 








Ss 
A selected list of 60 subjects to illustrate the International Sun- 
day school Lessons for 1912. Price in a 50 cents 
If the entire set is not desired, they can be ordered in lots of 10 01 
more. Price, 1 cent each, postpaid. ~In ordering give the numbers. 
Our new illustrated catalogue and list of the $0 pictures com- 
prising the set sent free upon application. 


Graded Ilustrated 
For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been con- 
ceded to be unexcelled and have won the first place among Sunday- 
school periodicals. 
Our corps of editors stands at the head of Sunday-school writérs. 


Superintendents are invited to send for sam uarterli nd 
Home Department requisites = . santo 


The Canterbury Series of Little Gifts 


“ Our gifts ought rather to be exquisite and rare than precious and_rich.” 
Many little gifts of quality, at a small cost, are included in this 
series, and a suitable gift for almost any et an be selected. 
The line consists of calendars, cards, gift: boo peagtinn Kew and art 
novelties for Christmas, New Years, etc., A: onnalogue of the Canter- 
en: By Series of Little Gifts sent free upon’ reqnest: 


ee a WILDE COMPANY 
oot LIOTET ae 3 
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The Ever Popular 
“Sunday School Calendar” 


Thousands upon thousands sold every year. Nothing i 
else like it. Thirteen pages (§%x8¥% inches), with 
covers, printed in réd and black. Eyelet at the top, 
for hanging up. 





Attractive in Substance. On each month’s page 
brief and vigorous poetic selections worth memorizing ; 
Lesson Titles and Golden Texts for that month; and 
the usual calendar, with a notation in each square of 
that day’s Bible Reading. Also numerous brief. quota- 
tions, inspirational sentences, scattered here and there. 





Attractive in Price. Only 10 cents each; $1.00 
a dozen; $8.00 a hundred, all postpaid. Why not give 
one to each member of your class? J?s an all-year gift. 


We furnish these calendars in three different covers 
(the contents of all being exactly the same), entitled 


The Sunday School Calendar, 1912 
The. Adult Bible Class Calendar, 1912 
The Home Department Calendar, 1912 


Say which cover you want. 
some of: each. 


THE: SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, _ - - - » Philadelphia, Pa. 
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